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WE WILL KILL 
THEM: WEHRMAN 


doring last years Grand Final, in 
front of a record 43,242 crowd at 


“T think we'll be able to beat 
them, they have been playing 
teams that are not 23 competitive 


WOLLONGONG QUALIFIES FOR WORLD CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP IN SPAIN 
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‘as NSL sides, which may work in 
our favour,” Wehrman said. 
This Saturday’s clash may 
very well be the pivotal point in 
the destiny of cither side securing 
a top-two besth and a grand final 


the vital Round 16 fixture but 
players like Gareth Nave, Craig 
Deans, Brad Maloney, Dion 
Valle and PY Roberts are all finst- 
eleven standard and champmg at 
the bit in order to retam to NSL 


* Meaneile the Wolves wil 
be without inform striker Saso 
Petroyski who will be out of 
action for four to six weeks fol- 
Jowing an injury in Friday's 
42 semi-final win over 
Tahitian AS Venus. 

In the head-to-head count, 
eleven league matches have 
‘been played with Glory win- 
ning five and the Wolves four. 

Glory’s worst defeat in the 
NSL however, (0-3) was 
inflicted by the Wolves at home 
in December 1997. 

Earlier this season, the sides 
fought out a 1-1 draw at WIN 
Stadium in the first round of 
the season. 


By John Economos 
eee ene 


he Wollongong Wolves’ head 
T= and former Australian 

World Cup goalkeeper, Ronnie 
Corry, did an absolutely magnificent 
job when he guided his team straight 
into the second FIFA World Club 
Championship Finals to be staged in 
Spain starting July 29th. 

Comy et ‘ered Wollongafig’s 
extremely disciplined display that ult 
mately sunk the champions of Vanuatu, 
Talea 1-0 in Port Moresby last night 

Wollongong had many heroes, 
including sole goalscorer Scott 
Chipperfield who nailed the 
tion dollar winning goal in the 
minute, plus heroic custodian Daniel 
Beltrame: 

Corry’s Wollongong Warriors now 
march solidly towards the World stage 
in Spain late July this year. 

The always silent, yenous, yet most 
efficient Corry, had forced himself 00 
meticulously draw on every single 
ounce of his vast international experi- 
ence to safely install his wilting 
Wollongong side in yesterday's Final 
against Tafea, who despite being defeat- 
ed by the Australian champions, proved 
a very dangerous apponent in. very dan- 
gerous conditions. 

Saddled not only by having to com- 
pete in a most gruelling, terrifically tax- 
ing game-schedule which embraced no 
less than seven games over 13 days, 
Corry also had to combat the oppressive 
tropical climatic conditions that were 
daily sapping his soldiers. 

Eight of the 10 competing 
national champions all came 
from tropical zones. 

Only Wollongong and New 
Zealand’s Napier City Rovers 
were aliens to the tropics. 

Hour by hour, day by day and 
almost round the clock, Corry in 
New Guinea with monotonous 
regularity s planning 
Wollongong’s own ‘Kokoda 
Trail’ through to the Oceania 
Final. 

Monitoring the food and fluids 
intake, rigid rest periods, correct 
and methodical rotation of all his 
players to keep them as fresh as 
humanly possible, ail came under 
Corry’s vigil eye. 


Corry’s Wollongong soldiers 
proudly return to Sydney tonight, 
(Tuesday), from Papua New 
Guinea, via Cairns, as the newly 
crowned Champions of Oceania, 

The current Australian 


$3.30 


GST INCLUSIVE 


National League Champions. Will land in 
Sydney at 6.15pm tonight at the 
‘Qantas Domestic Terminal’, NOT the 
Intemational Terminal. 

The Wollongong players will pass 
through Customs in Caims, and thus 


will already have been cleared when" 


they arrive in Sydney. 

The squad will then travel South by 
road, down to Fairy Meadow, 
Wollongong. where they will be he 
oured with an official "Welcome Back 
Dinner’ at the extensively remodelled 
Fraternity Club, 

Afier yésterday’s Final, Comy stilt 
maintained strict military-style discepli- 
nary rile He commandod-ait his troops 
to be im bed last night in Port Moresby 
by 10pm. 

ry curfew was tm- 
speatve of sterday’s glorious triumph 


am winning last night's 

ania Fino, the 

Wollongong players were still barred 

from any form of partying or celebrating 
drinks whatsoever, 

Such Draconian measures were con- 
jured by Corry’s professional mind, 
which already was.simultaneously trans- 

Gaines for this Sururday 


Already this NSL battle is being 
billed by the Western Australians as last 
season’s Grand Final replay. 

Ron Corry, ABSW and all of 
Australia salutes you and your 
Wollongong Warriors, on a absolutely 
magnificent achievement. 


Ronnie Corry: Wollongong’s 
strategic General. 


SEE PAGE 9 
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CANBERRA PROVIDING A NEW 


LEASE OF LIFE FOR PLAYERS 


By Graham Cooke 
hile Canberra 
Cosmos 
the struggle 


continue 
for 
National Soccer League sur- 


Tom Sermanni: Canberra 
Cosmos coach, 


vival, several players have 
found that a spell in the 
Cosmos colours has resurrect- 
ed their personal careers. 

The latest to experience the 
‘Cosmos Factor’is striker Jon 
Angelucci who came to 
Canberra at the beginning of the 
season without having nailed 
down a regular place in the NSL. 
with either of his previous clubs, 
Marconi and Parramatta Power, 

Now one of the most consis- 
tent players in the squad, the 25- 
year-old has scored six goals 
and believes he can probably 
double that before the end of the 
campaign. 

He puts down his late blos- 
soming to ‘playing day in, day 
out’ also staying injury free has 
helped me develop consistency. 

He is not the only one. 
Players who have come to 
Canberra with their careers, if 
not in ruins then on decidedly 
shaky ground, have included Ivo 
de Jesus and Andrew Clark. 
Both later moved on but not 
before’ establishing themselves 
as quality NSL performers. 

In the current line-up mid- 


fielder Andrew Ravanello is 
playing some outstanding foot- 
ball after several seasons in 
obscurity. The club’s latest 
recruit, defender Con 
Anthopoulos, is hoping for a 
dose of the same magic after a 
frustrating in-and-out experi- 
ence at Carlton. 

Coach Tom Sermanni says 
there is no secret about his meth- 
ods at Canberra. “Throughout 
Australia there are players who 
have the talent but have never 
been given the opportunity,”he 
said. 

“T look for people I know I 
can work with, then give them a 
chance to show their best. Jon is 
a case in point, he has been at 
teams where he has not had a 
proper run and therefore has had 
no chance to showcase his tal- 
ent. 

“An element of being a suc- 
cessful sportsman is getting the 
right breaks. At the Cosmos they 
tend to get those breaks because 
we have never been able to 
afford large numbers of quality 
players fi it’s been a feature of 
the club from before my time. 


cialieio > Samet 


Jon Angeluccl: New lease of life at Canberra. 


~~——~COSMOS TO 
CONTINUE WITHOUT 
MAJOR SPONSOR 


first 


By Graham Cooke 
time, 
Cosmos 


r the 
Canberra 
chairman Danny 


Moulis has raised the possi- 

bility of the club continuing 
through the entire season 

without a major sponsor. 

Until now he has suggested 
a series of deadlines after 
which the club would face the 
prospect of folding. 

First it was December, then 
January, now he says the. 
Cosmos have sufficient finan- 
cial fuel in the tank to contin- 
ue at least until the end of 
February. 

The reason for the series of 
Teprieves has been a steady 
trickle of money from minor 
backers, the latest being a 
deal, believed to be worth 
$15,000, with Tyrrell’s Wines. 

This and other support is 
giving the club an increasingly 
long lifeline, and with four 
successive home games in 
February and March, the 
prospects for finishing the 


Danny Moulis: Raises the 
possibility of going through 
this season without a major 

sponsor. 


2000/01 campaign, with or 
without a major sponsor, are 
looking increasingly bright. 
The key is increased sup- 
port at home games especially 
during the next couple of 
months when local clubs come 
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out of hibernation and begin 
their senior and junior regis- 
trations. 

But Moulis is seeing this 
only as a respite in his contin- 
uing attempts to find the major 
backer to replace Novell, 
which terminated their three- 
year link with the Cosmos at 
the end of last season. 

These activities continue 
with talks involving several 
potential corporate sponsors, 
but Cosmos officials are also 
hinting at possible links with a 
so-far unnamed overseas club, 
which would also ease the 
financial burden, 

Officials are adamant the 
Cosmos must live within their 
means after years of racking 
up debts, which resulted in 
voluntary administration and 
an arrangement with creditors 
in the middle of last year. 

In addition, Canberra must 
have a.major sponsor on 
board, at least for next season, 
in order to fulfill membership 
Tequirements for the proposed 
12-team competition. 


STRIKERS TIGHT LIPPED 
ON LEEDS ALLIANCE 


tight lipped over reports that 

Leeds United have chosen them as their Australian feeder club, 
Brisbane Strikers chairman Ross Melville was unavailable for comment 
on the weekend while some of the club's sharehoiders remain unaware or 
‘were reluctant to talk about the possibility of a strategic alliance with 
Leeds. 

Leeds United chairman Peter Ridsdale hailed his trip to Australia a 
major success and will soon announce the chosen Australian club, 

Ridsdale was patt of a Leeds delegation which receotly talked with sev- 
eral national league clubs with the aim of exploring merchandising oppor- 
tunities and to forge an allianice that would allow United to have first pick 
of Australian talent. 

After a host of meetings with numerous clubs, businessmen and the 
Australian nutional coach, Frank Farina, Ridsdale was delighted with the 
outcome of the talks and can see a host of exciting opportunities open for 
the club in Australia. 

“It was fi very successful trip,” Ridsdale said on Leeds United's web- 
site. 


"We met representatives from five of the highest-peofile teams through- 
tit Australia, all who want an association with Leeds United. 

“Jus one will be chosett, and the idea is for an investment of around £2 
million 


a year we will be able to channet ali the best young players in Australie 
into the one club and have the pick of them for the Premiership. 

“The possibilities which exist for club merchandising at the other side 
of the world are huge and we have had an enthusiastic response from dis- 
tribution companies, 

Leeds’ popularity in Australia has been boosted by the performances of 
‘Hay Kewell, Mark Viduka and Jacob Bums, 7 

While the Strikers await confirmation, it's believed Ridsdale settied 
upon Brisbane as the best clab for Leeds because of several factors. 

‘The Strikers, who won the championshp under coach Frattk Farina in 
1997, currently are: the only team in city with a population of 1.6 million 
people, although local club Brisbane Lions, have applied for national 
league admission next season. 

Facilities at its new homeground at Ballymore is believed to have 
impressed Leeds" officials while the Strikers have no ethnic ties and boast 
a youth development system through the Queensland Academy Of Sport 
which is arguably the best in the country. 

‘The Strikers have « proud history of developing its own home grown 
players despite their indifferent results over the past three seasons. 

‘The Strikers place in next season's revamped National Soccer League 
fecently received a timely boost with a two-year deal to play at Ballymore 
from next month and a $250,000 sponsorship from the Clem Jones Group, 

‘The new venue and the mammoth spansorship deal shored up the 
Strikers’ chances of meeting Socer Australia’s strict eriteriu.for next sea- 
son's NSL which will be culled from 16 teams to 12, 


_By Bert van Bedaf 


T: Melbourne Knights 
ran = hot ~— against 
Newcastle United, 
romping home 5-1 after crum- 
bling 4-1 to Marconi at home 
last Sunday week. 

‘The rocketing victory will 
have ensured that Knights’ 
coach Vlado Vanis lives another 
day, but, really, Vanis deserves 
to survive a lot longer than that. 

Since the departures of Mirko 
Bazic and Ian Dobson, both 
championship coaches, the 
Knights have been living in the 
depths of the sacking syndrome. 

Former Knights great Josip 
Biskic fell victim to it, 
Lacklustre Ken Worden came 
and went before Biskic — and 
before the euphoric title rush in 
the mid-'90s, Branko Culina and 
Ken Murphy felt the sharp end 


of the axe in the nape of their 
necks. 

A seachange at the Knights 
last season led to a board coup, 
establishing a generational tran- 
sition from the “old” guard to the 
“new", But, as they say in love 
and, war, never underestimate a 
“jilted” suitor. 

In what seems to have 
become a ritual of self-flagella- 
tion in recent years, recrimina- 
tions echoed across the car park 
last Sunday week as disgruntled 
spectators left early, calling for 
the sacking of Vanis. 

When captain Andrew Marth 
had his penalty saved and visa- 
player Toto Da Costa missed a 
one-on-one in the second half, 
the slashing of wrists began, 

When Marconi struck twice 
on the counter after each of the 
Knights failures, a sizeable por- 
tion of the grandstand crowd 


walked out in disgust (Da Costa 
redeemed himself by scoring 
twice against Newcastle). 

South Melboume coach Mike 

Petersen recently commented on 
his club's fickle fans, “They 
want to win with you, but they 
don't want to lose with you." 
This is equally tue of the 
Knights fans. 
The Knights board has 
repeatedly said it is backing 
Vanis. The young board has been 
enthusiastically instilling a new 
Standard at the Knights since last 
season. But “old guard" Knights 
president and long-time sponsor 
Harry Mrksa appears to be play- 
ing a dubious role, giving vent to 
rumours that he is undermining 
Vanis behind the scenes. _ 

He is believed to have asked 
Marth and defender Steve 
Horvat what they thought of the 
coaching ability of Vanis before 


VIDUKA: 


OF OCEAN 


By Emma Nwanerl 


t must come as little 

surprise to soccer fans 

around the world, the 
news over the weekend of 
Australia’s Mark Viduka’s 
choice as the Oceania 
Player of the Year 2000. 

For a player who has 
demonstrated admirable con- 
sistency and clinical finish- 
ing in front of goal, the 
award comes as fitting 
reward for his industry. 

Since joining English pre- 
miership side, Leeds, Viduka 
has continued from where he 
left off at Scottish side, Celtic, 
by scoring against highly-rated 
defences and justifying his 
own rating as one of Europe's 
most-feared strikers. 

His present tally of 12 goals 
in the English premiership 
clearly places him amongst the 
elite marksmen of the English 
game, with his four-goal rout 
of Liverpool, late last year, 
remaining the highpoint of his 


SUPER 
YOUTH LEAGUE 


Vacancies still exist for players in the 
U/17 and U/12 age groups. 


Please direct all inquiries to Tony Raciti 


on 0402 O3 6666 


Vlado Vanis: Melbourne 
Knights coach. 
the Marconi game. 

After the match in the car 
park, Mrksa called Vanis in his 
car and the two had an in-depth 
conversation. 

Vanis emerged, saying he had 
the backing of Mrksa. “He told 


NG 
IA 


brilliant season for 
Midland club. 

‘The fact that Leeds are still 
in strong contention in the 
lucrative European Champions 
League, where they have 
claimed the scalps of such big 
names like Barcelona, AC 
Milan and Lazio, is a great 
testament to Viduka and co's 
tenacity. 

His emergence as a player 
of repute, ironically, coincides 
with the unfortunate sidelining 
of good friend and close com- 
patriot, Harry Kewell, whose 
unending injury saga has 
severely limited his appear- 
ances for club and country in 
the last eight months, 

Awards such as the Oceania 
prize are often dished out in 
consideration of a player's 
showing vis-a-vis comport- 
ment and here again, 24 year- 
old Viduka was never found 
wanting. Still fresh in the 
minds of many an Aussie soc- 
cer fan was his near-show- 
down with Leeds manager, 
David O'Leary, over his avail- 
ability for the Socceroos dur- 
ing their November 2000 
friendly against Scotland at 
Hampden Park in Edinburgh. 
Despite O'Leary's reluctance. 
to let him go, Viduka joined 
his Aussie teammates and sat 
on the bench as Australia 
famously ran out 2-0 winners 
on the night, 

Worthy of mention also is 
the fact that Viduka picked up 
the Oceania award from 
amongst a field of illustrious 
players such as Kewell, Danny 
Tiatto, Paul Okon, Mark 
Schwarzer, Christian 
Karembeu, Tony Vidmar and 
the excellent Ned Zelic. That, 
in all ramifications, is no mean 


feat. ® 


the 


me he had confidence in me and 
backed me. He said we had to 
forget about the loss and think of 
the next game," Vanis told 
reporters. 

During the week Mrksa con- 
firmed the conversation and his 
statement, stating categorically, 
“Twill not be sacking the coach.” 

Since Marth (deposing Jason 
Vukadin as captain), micfielder 
Lubo Lapsansky and defender 
Steve Horvat returned to the 
Knights, and the inclusion of 
Daniel Vasilevski, the side has 
been out of sorts. The inclusion 
of the four ex-Carlton players 
has led to a restructuring of the 
team that has robbed Vanis of his 
original formation and precious 
time. to get it right to reach the 
finals, 

Tn the post-match press con- 


ference after the Marconi loss,-- 


Vanis hinted he might not have 


VANIS LIVES ANOTHER DAY 


had much say in the acquisition 
and inclusion of the fabulous 
four. 

“It is worrying when you are 

losing afier signing four quality 
players. It looks strong on paper, 
but paper doesn't win games. 
Maybe, | didn't want all of the 
players,” he said, 
When asked if he'd been 
“compelled” to select them, 
Vanis said, "I can't answer that 
question." 

‘Whatever, a tremendous sup- 
ply of assets has fallen into 
Vanis' lap and he also has to 
prove that he can handle the 
Valuable merchandise and make 
best use of it, It also is a test 
whether he is a good coach or 
not. 

But, going on the traditional 
mood at the Knights, there's no 
unlimited time, The talk is that 
Marth is being groomed as his 


ABSW (33 


successor. Marth briefly coached 
Victorian Premier League cham- 
pion Green Gully a few years 
ago in a stand-in capacity and he 
did well enough to impress. 

One influential Knights mem- 
ber, who did not want to be 
named, said he didn't want the 
Knights "to go back to the bad 
old days of sacking a coach after 
a few losses or bad games". 

"The board’s behind Vanis.. 
‘We shouldn't be doing the old 
thing of sacking coaches as a 
solution to our problems as has 
happened in the past,” he said, 

The top trouncing of j 
Newcastle has come as a god- 
send to Vanis. It will make his 
critics think twice, but it will not 
Jull him into believing a possible 
sacking is far from his bed. He'll 
be sleeping all right at night, but 
not before checking for the 
bomb under the mattress, 


SPORTS EVENT OF THE YEAR 


Organiser FITROY-SERBIA from Melboume & Minor Sponsors 
BEO EXPORT & BSW Windows 
TEAM OF CHAMPIONS FROM BELGRADE 


1990-91 World European Clubs Champions of the World, 


Rank 11 Worid Listing All Times 


1990-91 Finalists European Champion Cup, Red Star v Olympic, 
Finalists Red Star v Colo Colo (South America) 


AMES TO BE PLAYED IN AUSTRA 


PERTH: Sunday 28th January. Start 7.30pm 


State Team v Red Star (Litis Stadium — former Velodrom) 
SYDNEY: Wednesday 31st January. Start 7.30pm 
Marconi v Red Star (Marconi Stadium — Bossley Park) 
WOLLONGONG: Saturday 3rd February. Start 7.30pm 
Wollongong Wolves v Red Star (WIN Stadium — Harbour St) 
WOLLONGONG NSW TICKETEK 02 4220 2831 
MELBOURNE: Monday Sth February. Start 7.30pm 
Fitzroy City (Serbia) v Red Star (Olympic Village Stadium) 


TICKET AVAILABLE from SYDNEY TICKETEK (02) 9266 4000 


ADELAIDE VENU TIX (08} 8223 7788 - PERTH Soccer Federation Office (08) 9383 7878 


GET IN FAST TO RESERVE YOUR TICKETS 


Others Sponsors: 


PARADA International, CABRAMATTA Smash Repair, 
LILY Paper Supply, ATLAS Cleaning Services, 
TWINTEX P/L King Cotton Sales. 
RED STAR PLAYERS ARE IN HIGH DEMAND: Milan (Italy) is looking for coach Slavoljub Muslin 
and player Goran Drulic. Fiorentina (Italy) for Pjanovic, Valencia (Spain) for Bunjevcevic, Lyon 
(France) for Lalatovic, Bordeaux (France) for Vukomanovic, Schalke 04 (Germany) for Djenic etc. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 0416 039 503, (02) 9602 6999 
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ARCONI is set to 
ay an exhibition 
match at the Marconi 
Stadium, against high qual- 
ity international opposi- 


tion. 
Tomorrow week— 
Wednesday 31st January— 


Marconi will play hosts to 
the crack team from the 


Napier City came second 
in Group A with 10 points. 

Wollongong fought its 
way into the Final, (played 
yesterday against Wanuatu 
Club, Tafea). 

The second FIFA World 
Club Championship Finals will 
be staged in Spain from July 
29th through to August 12. 


Yugoslav first division, Red 
Star-Belgrade. 

Kick off has been sched- 
uled at 7.30pm. 

It’s already been fully 
anticipated that the Red 
Star attraction will draw a 
capacity crowd of 12,500 at 
the Marconi Stadium. 

eee 
HE WOLLONGONG 
WOLVES, in Port 
Moresby, battling to qualify 
for the second FIFA World 
Club Championship Finals in 
Spain, finished its Group A 
first round of matches unde- 


feated in spectacular style. 
By defeating New 
Zealand’s Napier City 


Brendan Renaud: Marcon!'s star left wingback. 


jyutcosy 


Saso Petrovski: Wollongong’s ace goalscorer. 


Rovers {-0 in the last of the 
Group A matches, the current 
Australian League champi- 
‘ons ended the preliminary 
round of games with the 
maximum 15 points from 
five matches, scoring a mas- 
sive 38 goals whilst conced- 
ing none. 


eeee 
Y ROBERTS, 
leweastle United’s dis- 
ciplined defender, racked 
up his 200th game in the 
NSL last Friday night 
against the visiting 
Melbourne Knights. 
Thé blond ponytailed 


FOR ABSW ADVERTISING, 
CALL JOHN, DIRECT ON 


(G2) 9744 69384 
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‘tracker’ doesn’t horse 
around when it comes to 
blotting out a danger man. 

The roving Roberts still 
holds the record for most 
NSL games with Newcastle 
Breakers (164), the Club he 
started his career with back 
in 1991, 

eee 
K RIS TRAJANOVSKI, 
jarconi’s constructive 
striker, racked up his 250th 
game in’ the NSL last 
Saturday night against the 
Brisbane Strikers at the 

Marconi Stadium, 

Kris celebrated the occa- 
sion in joyous style as his 
team not only beat the 
Queenslanders 2-1, but 
scored the second himself 
from the penalty spot, nine 
minutes after the break. 

The 28 year old former 
Australian international, 
joined Marconi two years 
ago from Adelaide City. 

This is Kris’ tenth season 
in the National League hav- 
ing started his senior career 
with Preston before moving 
to Sydney Olympic where he 
played for four seasons. 

Moving for one year to 


WO PARRAMATTA 
POWER players 
recently left for trials with 
clubs overseas. 
International teenage 
defender Mark Byrnes left 
for trials with an Austrian 
club. 


Mark Byrnes: Flew out 
last week to Austria for 
trials. 


[HE WOLLONGONG 

WOLVES, currently in 
Papua New Guinea for the 
Oceania World Club quali- 
fiers, last Thursday visited 
the Australian War 
Cemetery in Port Moresby 


which features the tomb- 


stones of the 3,778 heroic 


Kris Trajanovski: Played his 250th NSL game last 
Saturday night. 


Youth League player, 
Trent McClenahan, flew 
out for England where he 
had trials arranged with 
London Club, West Ham 
United’s Under 17s. 

ecco 

YDNEY OLYMPIC will 

launch its ‘Fan Club’ 
today, (Tuesday), at the 
Sydney Childrens’ Hospital 
in Randwick at 10.30am. 

Olympic Players and 
Officials will meet with the 
young patients this morning 
at the Hospital . 

The players will have 
small presents and give- 
aways as well as putting on a 
Soccer demonstration for the 
kids, 


” Peter Raskopoulos: 
Olympic’s General 
manager. 


Sydney Olympic’s 
General manager Peter 
Raskopoulos, stated: 

“Olympic and our players 
are always happy to get 
involved in events within the 
community, especially visits 
to see sick children. 

“Our visit tomorrow, 
(today-Tuesday), will give 
the kids an. opportunity to 
meet some of their favourite 
players. 

“Our Club and our players 
are excited to take part in this 
Visit,” ended Raskopoulos, a 
former. captain of Sydney 
Olympic. 

eeee 


Australians who lost their 
lives there whilst fighting 
the Japanese in World War 


day Lucas: 
Wollongong’s 16 year 
old star striker. 


Later that same day, the 
Wollongong squad was offi- 
cially invited by the local 
Australian Ambassador to 
his residence for a real 
tasty and well-received 
Aussie Barbecue. 

e000 
(O ~was the most 
unfortunate NSL strik- 
er that turned up last week to 
a training session, whilst 
drunk? 

His coach within minutes 
realised the situation and 
immediately banished the 
striker from the session and 
ordered him home. 

What a real shame. 

_ Epecially as the said coach 
is struggling and in urgent 
need of some solid team- 
spirit which flows from the 
heart, and not the kind that 
flows from a bottle. 
eeee 
umours ran rife over 
the weekend across 
Adelaide, that Angelo 
Costanzo is about to fly to 
Italy and joim-a Serie A 
club. Costanzo, Marconi’s 
star ‘screener’ or sweeper, 
(and _ originally. from 
Adelaide), was not avail- 
able for comment, 


But Marconi’s Soccer 
Administrator, Frank 
Labbozzetta, emphatically 
stated last night: “No, 
Angelo as far as we know, 
has not been approached 
by any club from overseas, 
let alone Italy. 

“If he had received an 
invitation, I’m very certain 


Angelo Costanzo: 
Marconi’s siar 
defensive midfielder. 


that Angelo would have 
immediately informed me,” 
stressed Mr Labbozzetta. 
Meanwhile, Mr 
Labbozzetta flies out of 
Sydney for Milan on 
Friday where he will be 
picked up by officials from 
the Swiss Club, Bellinzona. 
The two parties will have a 
meeting to discuss a possi- 
ble transfer fee for the sale 
of Marconi’s midfielder 


Sydney Oval buzzing with 
wild speculation last Friday 
night after his team went 
down 1-2 against League 
leaders, South Melbourne. 

After fulltime, Arnold 
raced over to the fence and 
hurled both of his paying 
boots into the crowd. 

‘The Spirit's sweeper later 
in the dressing rooms, denied 
that this gesture was symbol- 
ic of a pending retirement. 

Amie stated that he just 
wanted to give his loyal sup- 
porters something in return. 

Also on Friday night, the 
Spirit's blond midfielder 
Matthew Bingley played his 
50th NSL game for the 
Spirit. 

6000 F 
RCHIE THOMPSON, 
Marconi’s _ recently 
signed flying striker, has 
finally left Sydney for his 
pre-arranged trials with 
Belgian giants, Anderlecht. 

The mobile Thompson, 
who has sparked Marconi 
into a sudden winning 
streak since his arrival 
three weeks ago from the 
defunct Club, Carlton, was 
meant to go to Belgium two 
weeks ago. 

However an injury to his 
right ankle in his debut- 
match for Marconi against 
Neweastle, temporarily 


Graham Arnold: The Spirit’s player/coach Is not 


retiring. 
Darren McDonald who’s wrecked his plans for 
been training with departure. 
Bellinzona for the past two And ‘what a blessing 
weeks, that’s proved for his new 
e000 Club. 


RAHAM ARNOLD, 
the Northern Spirit's 
player/coach, sent North 


Tn just three matches, 
Thompson has now scored 
four goals for Marconi. 


Last Saturday night 
against the Brisbane 
Strikers, Thompson not 
only played his 100th game 
in the NSL, but celebrated 
the occasion by being the 
one to draw first blood two 
minutes into the second 
session with a spectacular 
goal. 

Receiving a well-mea- 
sured cross from left wing- 
back Brendan Renaud, 
Thompson was well posi- 
tioned on the back post. _ 

As Renaud’s cross sailed 
over, Thompson chested 
down the ball before 
unleashing a blistering vol- 
ley that crashed just inside 
his near post and into the 
target. 

eeee 
(0 was the NSL 
attacking midfielder 
that early last week com- 
plained to his Coach that he 
was feeling very, very weak? 
The player’s energy levels 


had dropped off alarmingly 
and were now almost rock- 
bottom. 

The concerned NSL coach 


immediately sent his sick 
player to see the Club’s 
Doctor. 

The Doctor after a short 
examination of the little star 
midfielder, quickly diag- 
nosed just how weak he real- 
ly was. 

The Doctor instantly 
ordered the player to pur- 
chase a subscribed course of 


very strong Vitamin tablets, 

Three days later, (and 
early in the morning), the 
anacmic player rang the 
Doctor’s surgery. 

“Feeling much better?” 
questioned the hopeful 
Doctor. 

“No. Not at all,” answered 
the still very weak-feeling 
player. 

“What’s wrong now? 
Don’t you like the taste of 
the tablets?” queried the 
Club’s concerned doctor. 

“No. 

“T still can’t open the bot- 
tle,” answered the anaemic 
player, 

eeoe 
ICKEY HICKMAN, 
the phlegmatic 
Englishman, who © still 
today, is the only coach to 
have won the League 
Championship for Sydney 
Olympic, is back in Sydney. 

The affable Hickman ten 

years ago, achieved 


‘Mission Impossible’. 

With sparse resources 
both-on and off-the pitch, 
Hickman ultimately lifted 
the League Championship 
from Marconi in the Grand 
Final at the Parramatta 
Stadium, 

Unanswered goals, one 
either side of halfway, 
scored by Olympic’s then 
elegant striker Alistair 
Edwards and robust mid- 
fielder Robbie Ironside, 
brought the first and only 


_ championship to Olympic 


which automatically lifted 

Hickman to heroic status, 
For the past almost three 

years, Hickman has been in 


Japan at the Hiroshima 
Club, Sanfrecce, as the 
trusted assistant with for- 
mer Australian national 
coach, Eddie Thomson. 

When ‘Good Oil’ recent- 
ly caught up with ‘Hickey’, 
he told us: “Japanese 
Soccer overall is quite 
sedate but very technical. It 
does lack real passion, but 
some of the younger play- 
ers that are now coming 
through could change all 
this. 

“The Japanese are yery 
keen learners, have very 
good discipline and are 
rapidly getting better all 
the time. 

“Foreign players have 


been cut down to only three -- 


per club. 

“All J-League clubs have 
big named major sponsors 
such as Toyota, Ford, 
Mazda ete. 

“Tickets to a J-League 
game cost on an average 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


Mickey Hickman: Sydney Olympic’s past 


hero coach. 
about $40:00,” ended and expects to fly out to 
‘Hickey’. England within the next 10 
Hickman spent days to look over the 


Christmas and New Year 
with his family in Sydney 


Soccer scene there. 


RED STAR IN AUSTRALIA 


___By John Economes 


ED STAR of BEL- 
GRADE, Yugo- 
lavia’s crack first 


division side which arrived 
in Sydney last Wednesday 
afternoon, opened its 
Australian tour with a con- 
vincing 0-3 win over the 
NSW Premier League side, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles last 
Thursday night at” the 
Serbian Centre. 
Understandably still travel 
weary, the Yugoslav ace-pro- 
fessionals put up an excellent 
show to entertain the healthy 
and highly excited crowd of 
7,000 that had crammed into 
the outer westem suburbs cen- 
tre. 
The 


Aristocrats from 


Yugoslavia opened the scoring 
soon after kick-off courtesy of 
an extremely well taken free 
kick by Markovic. 

Red Star’s wide players had 
Bonnyrigg reeling as they 
pumped methodical diagonal 
flat balls behind the Bonnyrigg 
defenders. 

Four minutes from the 


The Rockdale City 


Suns S.C. 


Seeks players for the Under 14s 
and Under 18s teams 


Quality senior players are informed that 
there are still spots open in 1st Grade, 
Under 21s and Under 18s teams. 


Note: Players will be rewarded accordingly. 
Trials every Tuesday, Wednesday & Fridays. 


TIME: 6.30pm 
VENUE: 


The Rockdale Ilinden Sports Centre 


210 West Botany St. ARNCLIFFE. 


For information/enquiries please contact the 
Club Secretary Mendo Cklamovski on 


0419 289 907 


Red Star 2001 


break Red star doubled the 
scoreline when striker 
Boskovic brilliantly headed in 
across fired in from the left. 
Twenty minutes from the 
bell the touring Aristocrats tre- 
bled the scoreboard through 
substitute Acimovic who belt- 
ed into the target in off the post 
and on the turn, following a 


comer that ignited more joy 
from the hysterical crowd. 
Despite the convincing win 
by Red Star, the part-timers of 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles were 
far from disgraced by the full- 
time European ultra pros. 
Dougie Utjesenovic’s lads 
refused to put in any rough 
tackles on the Red Star players. 


COACH 
WANTED 


For All Saints 


Hunters Hill Soccer Club 


Premier League (PL2) 
team for the upcoming 
r season in the 
Gladesville Hornsby 
Football Association. 


Contact Alan Jenkins 
02 9808 5645 (H), 
9956 8822 (B) or 

0419 255 770 (Mob). 


whilst make-shift towering 
sweeper Bobby Dragas was 
magnificent. Bonnyrigg’s elas~ 
tic 27 year old goalie Fernando 
Greco was also a super-star as 
he came out on top in four one- 
‘on-one situations. 

Red Star’s Australian tour 
is from January 18th through 
to February 6th. 

Tomorrow week, 
(Wednesday 31st), Red Star 
will clash with NSL side 
Marconi at the Marconi 
Stadium with kick off set 
down for 7.30pm. 

Prior to the Marconi game, 
Red Star still has another exhi- 
bition game to play in Perth 
this Sunday against a Western. 
Australian State side at the 
Litis Stadium-the former 
Velodrome). 

The 22 times League 


Champions of Yugoslavia, 17 
times Winners of the Yugoslav 
Cup, UEFA Cup Finalists and 
the 1991 European and World 
Club Champions, Red Star is 
Yugoslavia’s most powerful 
and highest profiled team, with 
a massive following world 
wide. 

Former super stars such as 
Sekularac, Djic, Savicevic and 
Stojkovic were all products of 
the Red Star School of Soccer. 

Red Star's Coach, Slavoljub 
Muslin, is a former Yugoslav 
national team player who also 
played for this famous Club. 

With Red Star, Muslin won 
the League championship and 
the Yugoslav National Cup last 
season, 

This touring team includes 
highly talented young players 
plus five current Yugoslav 


Budgewoi Soccer 
Club Ltd 


P.O. Box 59, Budgewoi 2262 


% Applications invited for 
a 7-a-side competition to 
be held on the 27 & 28 


January 


% There is an entry fee 
per team of 10 players 
that goes towards prize- 


money 


% Teams are able to camp at the 


ground 


% Ground located off Scenic Road in 
Buff Point which is located on the NSW 


Central Coast. 


% Licensed Club with TAB, Keno and 


Restaurant. 


® Tournament rules and conditions as 
well as an entry form can be obtained 


from the Club. 


Telephone 02 4390 0428, 
(Fax) O02 4399 1359 


Dougie Utjesenovie: 
Former Australian 
World Cup defender, 
now current coach of 
Bonnyrigg. 


national team members as well 
as a Slovanian national team 


player. 

Goalkeeper  Aleksanda 
Kocic, captain Goran 
Bunjevcevic, Milenko 


Acimovic, Branko Boskovic 
and Ivan Vukomanovic, are 
players who already have 
established their identities 
right across Europe. 

Their twin strike stars in 
Goran Drulic and Mihaljo 
Pjanovic, are two of the most 
dangerous strikers in the 
Yugoslay National League. 
Dmulic who has played with 
FC. Barcelona of Spain was 
last week linked as going to 
A.C. Milan in the European 
media. However the player 
himself stated to ABSW that 
it’s all rumour and he himself 
knows nothing about going to 
Ttaly. 

Over the past two years, 
Red Star has gained consider- 
able success in the European 
competitions and the star-stud- 
ded side ranks overall as the 
IIth most successful Club in 
the World. 

We are sure that Australian 
fans are going to be treated to 
some real top class Soccer. 
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By Allan Crisp 


NEW SA COACH 


icture of Jimmy Tsekenis (File 
Australia players) Jimmy Tsekenis: 
Member of the SA squad. 

Mike Barnett, former Port Lion 
coach, has been appointed South 
Australian State team coach for season 
2001. 

Bamett, who was hailed as Premier 
League Coach of The Year for his work 
with Port Lion Pirates in 1999, will 
guide the SA squad fot the matches 
against visiting Japanese club sides, 
Sanfrece Hiroshima and Saporo next 
month. 

He resigned as Port Lion mentor at 
the end of last season to establish a new 
business venture. 

A graduate of the Australian Institute 
of Sport, Barnett enjoyed an outstanding 
playing career with SA clubs Raiders, 
West Adelaide, West Torrens Birkalla 
and Noarlunga Bulldogs and played 
with NSL club Canberra Arrows. 

Barnett has assembled an imposing 
SA squad to act as sparring partners for 
the Japanese clubs which will be taking 
their annual mid-season break as they 
swap the chill of the harsh Japanese 
winter for the warmth of Adelaideis sun. 

SA can boast seven players with NSL 
experience in the 20-man squad, 
Michael Brooks, Rick Cerracchio, 
Jamie Perin, Michael Pirone, Jimmy 
Tsekinis, Mark Yates and Agron 
Westervelt. 

SA Squad: Sam Barbaro, Michael 
Brooks, Rick Cerracchio, Steve 
DeGiovanniello, Duane Dobson, 
Marcin Kierno, Daniel Menechella, Ben 
Moore, Jamie Perin, Rick Piotrowski, 


Jimmy Tsekenis: Member of the 
SA squad. 


Michael Pirone, Edward Scalzi, Tony 
Scalzi, Frank Sergi, Damian Stam, 
Jason Trimboli, Jimmy Tsekinis, George 
Tsonis, Aaron Westervelt, Mark Yates. 


FORCE “FULL” 


delaide City Force is on the thresh- 

Id of clinching a major sponsor- 

ship deal with a national Australian 
company. 

The City management is advisedly 
cautious about trumpeting the partner- 
ship arrangement, lest there should be a 
last minute slip betwixt the cup and the 
lip. 

‘While this one looks extremely posi- 
tive, we all know that nothing is certain 


until the ink is dry on that well-known 
dotted line at the base of the document, 

February 9, when the Force hosts 
Sydney Olympic at Hindmarsh 
Stadium, would be an ideal date for an 
announcement. 


MISSING COACHES 


Ww the ball thumps “Off the 
crossbar” it comes back from 
many unusual angles. There certainly 
was a distinct novelty angle attached to 
the SA Summer Series opener between 
Cobras and Enfield when both teams 
arrived minus their respective coaches. 

Enfield Falcons coach, Tony LaScala 
was away with the SA Futsal squad for 
the national championships, while 
Cobras boss Manuel (Manny) Lopes 
was in Portugal. 

LaScala was replaced by Romano 
Rossi, with Manuel Del Campo deputis- 
ing for Lopes. 


FAMILY AFFAIR 


eljko Bilandzic played a great game 

= middle of the Cobras defence 

as they drew 1-1 with Enfield, capping 

the performance with a brilliant goalline 
clearance. , 

His fitness level is so high that one 
hesitates to place Bilandzic in the veter- 
an class, but that could now be 
Teassessed after his son, Dragen tumed 
out for Croydon Kings against White 
City Woodville in the’second match of 
the opening Summer Series fixtures. 


STADIUM SAGA 


grandstanding over the owner- 
ship of the Hindmarsh Stadium con- 
tinues, with the SA Government likely 
to be forced to pay up to $10 million to 
buy the facility on which it has already 
forked out $35 million to upgrade. 
The stadium site is owned by the 
Charles Sturt Council, which leases it to 
the South Australian Soccer Federation. 


Repeated efforts 10 mortgage 
Hindmarsh Stadium have been rejected 
by the council. Should the council stick 
to its guns, the Government would have 
no option but to buy the site. 

Estimates to the value of the site vary 
from $5 million to $10 million, but if the 
value was based on the spent on capital 
improvements, the price, according to 
experts, could spiral to $24 million, 


KINGS REIGN 


roydon Kings kicked-off their SA 

Summer Series campaign with a 
stirring 3-1 win over White City 
Woodville at Hindmarsh Stadium. 


Milan Ivanovic: Happy despite 
his sides 3-1 loss. 


HIGHLY UNLIKELY 


By Richard Kreider 


he request from 
Socceroos coach 
Frank Farina to play 


England has still to bear 
fruit since there has been no 
word from the Football 
Association about such a 
friendly taking place, 

A spokesperson from 
Soccer Australia however, said 
they are still optimistic of the 
match going ahead later in the 
year, despite Engiand playing 
Mexico at the preferred time. 

As yet, the Socceroos are 
without any further action fol- 
lowing their impressive victo- 
ry against Scotland, despite 
reported negotiations under- 
way with officials from 
Canada, Romania and 
Yugoslavia. 

England’s calendar for 2001 
begins at the end of February 
when they take on Spain at 
Villa Park before facing 


Finland at Anfield on the 24th 
of March and an away game 
against Albania four days later, 

Sven Goran Erikkson’s 
team then take on Mexico on 
the 25th of May in a friendly 
international at Derby 
County’s Pride Park, which 
has hosted Under 21 interna- 
tionals over the past twelve 
months, The match will be 
used as England’s preparation 
for the World Cup qualifier in 
Greece on Wednesday June 6. 

England has then booked a 
friendly international against 
European championship semi- 
finalists Holland on August 
15th at Tottenham Hotspur's 
White Hart Lane as part of the 
preparation for their vital 
World Cup qualifier on 
September Ist.” against 
Germany at = Munich’s 
Olympic Stadium. They then 
play Albania fours days later 
followed by Greece four 
weeks further on. 


AUSTRALIA 
{April Mann 52) 


FRANCE 0 


By Janene Mar 


series against France last Wednesday night 
in the third and final match, winning 1-0 on 
the Gold Coast in a storm-interrupted game. 

‘The narrow win sealed an undefeated run for the 
Australians over the highly-rated French, following 
the previous Thursday's 2-1 victory in Coffs Harbour, 
and a 1-1 draw in Lismore on the Sunday. 

The Matildas have now twice kept the Australia 
Cup on home soil after also winning the inaugural title 
in 1999 against Italy and Canada. 

Rain dampened proceedings from the moment the 
pre-match formalities began, and thence the elements 
continued to play a leading role as the game unfolded. 

The 47 minute break seemed to do France no harm, 
looking dangerous on the attack with several good 
chances once the game finally resumed, in the knowl- 
edge they needed to win by two goals to snatch the 
trophy. 

Matildas keeper Claire Nichols was kept busy as 
the visitors consistently pressured until the half-time 
whistle, 

But the Matildas came out more positive in the sec- 
ond half and snatched the lead seven minutes in. 


T= Matildas claimed the Australia Cup 
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Black, becoming 
more and more of 
an influence on 
the game in i 
attack, provided 
an inviting low 
cross ftom the 


tight, 
Bursting 
through was 
Matildas new- 
comer April 
Mann —_ whose 


first-time volley 
from 10 metres 
spun high over the Tract Bartlett (left) and Apri 
k 1d into Mann celebrate after Mann 
erperaenmainio scored the winner. 


Mann, who made her debut in Coffs Harbour the 
previous week, celebrated her first international goal. 

France, missing midfielder Sandrine Soubeyrand 
(suspended) and Gaelle Blouin (illness), faded 
markedly after conceding the goal, allowing 
Australia, who needed only a draw, to hold control of 
proceedings. 

The match became scrappy, France having lost 
their spark and the Australians seemingly happy to 
hang on to their lead. 

-"Tt was awesome," said Mann of scoring her first 
goal for Australia. "The game was pretty physical, 
and I got my first yellow card and my first goal in the 
same game." 


Danny Pitucci got the night show on 
the road with a ninth minute goal when 
he luckily deflected a powerful drive 
from Josh Christison into the Warriors 
net. 

Two further goals in a three minute 
burst from Shane Porter (27th) and 
Michael Besir (29th) paved the path for 
a seemingly easy stroll, but a goal from 
Stephen Stam a minute before half time 
changed the complexion of the contest. 

Besir, son of former Adelaide City 
defender John, showed promise as he 
and other youngsters filled the gaps cre- 
ated by the absence of five senior play- 
ers, 

Kings coach, Phil Scardigno was 
pleased to emerge with full points, while 
Milan Ivanovic was encouraged by 
City’s improved showing in the second 
half. 

White City took the wraps off imports 
Sava Stanojevic and Njegoslav Micic, 
but it was Brad Armour who was the 
most impressive on the losing side. 

Enfield City Falcons substitute Sam 
Spisso netted a last gasp penalty to res- 
cue a I-] draw with Adelaide Cobras in 
the entertaining pipeopener. 

Classy Cobras goalkeeper Mirja 
Sljivo was red carded for committing 
the offence which brought the penalty, 
bringing Nuno Simoes into the fray, but 
the reserve glove man could not stop 
Spisso’s spot-kick. 

Jim Makris had earlier shoved Cobras 
into a 57th minute lead making a mock- 
ery of Enfield’s superior possession in 
the first half when Mark Abraham 
earned a hat full of scoring chances. 


Meanwhile, ABSW reporter, 
Allan Crisp and Channel 10 sports 
presenter, Robbie Popplestone wel- 
come ex-Adelaide City midfielder 
and Croydon Kings coach, 
“Fabulous” Phil Scardigno to the 
Marshall Thompson Homes, 
“Pacific Real Estate Breakfast 
Soccer Show. 


_SASUMMER | 
SERIES RESULTS | 
ROUND 1 | 


; 
Cobras 1 Enfield 1, Croydon Kings 3] 
‘White City 1, Port Adelaide Lions 2 
Adelaide Hills 0, Noarlunga United 2 
Seaford 3, Para Hills Kuights 0 
Raiders 2, Blue Eagles 5 Cumberland 
United 0, Metro Stars 1 Olympic FC 1, 
Adelaide Clty 11 Panthers 0, 
Campbelltown City 0 WT Birkalla 3, 
Modbury 4 Wester Strikers I. 


ROUND 2 
Saturday, January 27 
Scaford Surfers ¥ Para Hills Knights 

ingal Reserve) 
Raiders v Noarlunga Bulldogs 
(Wilf Taylor Reserve) 
Cobras v Cumberland Foxes 
(Bailey Reserve) 
Enfield Falcons v Blue Eagles 
(Rushworth Reserve) 
Olympic FC v Port Lion Pirates 
(Ferryden Park Reserve) 
Birkalla v Adelaide City 
(Camden Reserve) 

White City Warriors v Modbury Jets 
(Woodville West Reserve) 
Westem Strikers v Croydon Kings 
(Carnegie Reserve) 


By Greg Danvers 


ewcastle United speed- 

ster Andy Roberts had 

little to celebrate in his 
200th NSL match at Marathon 
Stadium on Friday night. 
United were well-beaten 5-1 
by the Melbourne Knights, 
Roberts is one of the fastest 
men in the NSL and was a former 
Australian Bach Sprint champi- 
on with the Bunter Valley Nobbys 
Surf Club. 

‘The 30 year old made his NSL 
debut for the now defunct (NSL) 
Newcastle Breakers in 1991, a 
3-1 home win against South 
Melbourne, and played all but 22 
games for Newcastle in his 200 
NSL appearances. 

Known by many as the ‘police- 
man’ Roberts has man-marked 
many of the nation’s danger-men 
including Mark Viduka. 

Viduka was in the 1993 star- 
studded Melbourne Knights outfit 
and Roberts kept him quite in that 
match as he has done on many 
opponents during his career. 

At Breakers stadium a few 
years ago Roberts did a real good 
job shadowing Brad Maloney so 
much so that after about 70 min- 
utes and in a break in play 
Maloney went to the sideline near 
his bench to get a drink. Roberts 
followed, tapped Maloney on the 
Shoulder and asked for a drink, 
took it (the drink bottle) and then 
threw it back to the Marconi 
bench. When play continued so 
did the close association between 
Maloney and Roberts. 

“T’'ve always been blessed with 
athleticism and as a youngster I 
was brought up on the beach,” 
Roberts said. 


eres 


ROBERTS REACHES 
es TO COMPETITIVE COSMOS 


. match last season when Roberts 
- Scored against Brisbane, one of 


“To be able to excel on the 
beach and in soft sand has stood 
me in good stead for the National 
Soccer League.” 

One of the most enjoyable 
moments for Roberts came in the 


only three goals. Roberts was dis- 
carded at the end of the 1997 sea- 
son by then coach John Kosmina 
and spent a season with Canberra 
Cosmos. 

“To score one against Brisbane 
is one I won't forget,” Roberts 
said. 

“The last two years at the 
Breakers was probably the high- 
light of my career. 

“Last season pushing for the 
semi-finals, I've never seen any- 
thing like that in the town. The 
town was .talking about 
Newcastle Breakers. We speat 23 
weeks out of the 34 in the top six 
and to just fail at the final hurdle 
was hard to take. 
“Factors outside the game, in 
hindsight, probably hurt us a bit.” 

Determination, persistence and 
self-discipline are personal traits 
of Roberts with persistence his 
catch-cry to success. 

“Things won't always go your 
way .nd you will doubt yourself 
but the person who persists and 
never gives up always seems to 
win in the end,” Roberts said. 

“Tt’s up to us the players and 
coaching staff to start getting 
some good results.” 

Maybe that’s all United need to 
do, be persistent, to find the win- 
ning formula so sadly missing at 
Marathon Stadium. 

Newcastle United needs to win 
sooner rather than Jater. 


Andy Robets: Played his 200th NSL match against 
Melbourne Knights last Friday. 
Pictured courtesy of Karl Hofman. 
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CORTES ADDS COLOUR 


By Graham Cooke 


fter just a handful of 
games in Canberra 
Cosmos colours, 


Uruguayan Milton Cortes is 
already being compared to the 
Canberra City star of the 1980s, 
Augusto Palacios, one of the most 
exciting imports to play in the 
National Capital, 

Cosmos coach Tom Sermanni, 
who played with the Pernvian-born 
Palacios, agreed both had the abili- 
ty to tum a game and excite specta- 
tors. “They create chances have 
good vision and are great passers of 
the ball,” he said, 

“Milton has more zip and pace; 
Augusto was a stronger player. I 
think it’s great we are assembling a 
team, which is entertaining and has 
personality players. Apart from 
Milton, there is Hiroshi Miyazawa 
who is worth watching for his 
defensive capabilities, Marcus 
Phillips for his passing ability and 
Jon Angelucci because he is always 
going to be a danger in front of 
Boal, 


“But Milton is a pleasure to have 
in the side because he fits in so 
well. He's playing just behind the 
forwards and you know something 
is on every time he gets the ball.” 

Speaking through an interpreter, 
Cortes revealed it was the example 
of his half-brother, Leonel Arcosa, 
which brought him to Australia. 
‘The much older Arcosa signed for 
Wollongong Wolves in the mid-80s 
and later played for Uriguayan 
Penrith in the NSW League. 

“He came to Australia for two 
years and he is still here,” Cortes 
said. “I have always looked up to 
him because be wanted to be the 
very best he could, and that’s my 
ambition as well.” 

“Cortes said he has not given up 
hope of playing a second interna- 
tional match for Uruguay, but is 
also looking at the prospect of 
learning English and, like his 
brother, settling in Australia, 

Not that lack of English seems 
to inhibit him. “Football has its 
own language, it is easy to see what 
the coach wants of me,” he said. 


® 


Milton Cortes (left): Compared to another former Canberra 
star, Augusto Palacios, 


RECORDS TUMBLE AT SOUTH 


By Bert van Bedat 


ecords continue 

to tumble at 

lamour club 
South Melbourne as 
large crowds pass 
through the lakeside 
turnstiles, NSL leader by 
a comfortable margin, 
the Lakesiders also head 
the table as the most suc- 
cessful club since the 
league began in 1977. 

It is one of only three 
remaining founding mem- 
bers in the competition, 
topping the all-time table 
ahead of co-founders 
Sydney’s Marconi 
Stallions and Adelaide 
City Force. 

After 15 rounds, South 
leads the table ahead of 
last season’s losing grand 
finalist, Perth Glory and 
defending champion 
Wollongong Wolves, 

It is heading into the 
millennium year as the 
clear favourite to win the 
title. 


Pp 


South Melbourne 655 
Marconi Stallions 654 
Adelaide City 654 
Sydney Olympic 629 
Melbourne Knights 461 
Sydney United 461 
Wollongong Wolves 527 
Adelaide Sharks: 507 
Heidelberg United 444 

266 


“South Melbourne is a 
more serious title con- 
tender than anyone I’ve 
come across,” Sydney 
Olympic coach Branko 
Culina said after South 
had beaten Olympic 1-0 in 
round 12, 

“They have six or seven 
leaders on the pitch. It’s 
how they will handle the 
situation when there are 
injuries, but I'd love to be 
in their shoes right now,” 
he said, 

Key to South’s success 
at the moment is its attack- 
ing flair, a tight defence 
and mobile midfield. 

It is a form of “total 
football” that South coach 
Mike Petersen became 
accustomed to when at 
Ajax Amsterdam and what 
he admires in the Dutch 
game, 

“Using three strikers 
seems to be working pret- 
ty well,” South coach 
Mike Petersen said. 
Vaughan Coveny, John 
Anastasiadis, Vas 


ALL TIME NSL LADDER 
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Paul Trimboli: South 


Melbourne's mercurial 


Skipper. 


Kalageracos, Con 
Boutsianis and Andy 
Vlahos take it in turns 
since South’s depth is 
arguably the best in the 
league. 

Newly — acquired 


midfielder Simon 
Colosimo, who would nor- 
mally walk into any team, 
must vic for a position, 
where Zeljko Susa, signed 
from the Knights, has 
added to the existing 


Speed & Agility Classes for Soccer 


Conducled by speed 


conditioning experts & 
F Ae Eas aimed to improved junior & 
104] 763 «1097 senior players’ speed & 
1120 803 1075 agility for the coming 
964-753. -96 a 
902 786 926 Classes: Tues & Thurs 
WS ST] 27 4.30pm — 5.30pm 
(10 — 15yrs) 
646 559 ea) 6.00pm — 7.00pm 
710782666 (16yrs Seniors) 
See Check website f 
eck website for more 
58 988 information: 
www.FootballFit.com 


Sydney over the summer 
period — phone, email, or 
view our website for venue 


Melboume: 0419 508 070 


expertise. 

With Mehmet 
Durakovic organising the 
defence, there are few 
teams as complete as 
South Melbourne. 

Perth Glory had found 
the net more often than 
South, but South has the 
best defensive record in 
the league, conceding only 
nine goals in 15 matches. 

South has yet to con- 
cede more than one goal in 
a single match in nine 
rounds, going two better 
than in 1978 and 1994, It 
also equalled its record of 
five successive clean 
sheets. 

It has extended its 
unbeaten nun to 14 consec- 
utive matches. South lost 
1-0 away to Perth Glory in 
round 2 and drew four 
matches. Winning 2-1 
against Northern Spirit 
ended its bid for six suc- 
cessive clean sheets, but it 
remains undefeated for a 
record number of matches. 


Held in Melbourne and 


locations 


Sydney: 0418 68 9909 


E-mail: 
VIC @ FootballFit.com 
E-mail: 
NSW@FootballFit.com 
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Dear Sir, 

I would like to take the 
opportunity to respond to 
Stephen Prednz’s ietter in 
ABSW Issue 1018. The tone 
of Stephen’s letter in response 
to the Sydney Olympic 
General Manager Peter 
Raskopoulos during an inter- 


Chairman of SA is a case in 
point. 

Yet purely geographically 
based clubs are not the 
panacea either. With the obvi- 
ous exception of Perth, none 
of the other non-ethnic geo- 
graphic based clubs are exact- 
ly flying high. Newcastle 


.. MARCO 


STALLIONS 


view on SBS’s ‘On the Ball’, 
was yet again more criticism 
of the ethnic nature of many 
soccer clubs in this country. 
Jn many respects, he is cor- 
rect and the control with 
which ethnic clubs have on 
soccer administration in this 
country is myopic and self 
serving. The position of Tony 
Labbozzetta from Marconi, as 


almost went under, though it 
pleases me no end to see 
10,000 plus supporting a team 
at the bottom of the table. 
Wollongong, champions of 
Australia, still attract only 
tmodest crowds at home. 
What happened —to 
Northern Spirit? Carlton, 
Collingwood? As for 
Brisbane, I think that for the 


‘This time Prats aie eae 
Australian soccer, Robbie Shiter, to appear 
before the SA Committee charged with bring- 
ing the game into disrepute, His beinous crime 
being 10 put into words the feclings of many 
Soocer players and supporters it this, country. 

Why doesn't SA really shock us by improv 
ing sponsorship opportunities, getting some 
funds: hack to National League clubs through 
their so-called nation wide marketing plin (do 
they have one?), going out and asking the soc- 
cer public what their hopes and requirements 


ire. 


Really you people at Soccer Australia, look 
nto the mirror, 1Fit walks like & duck, quacks 
like » duck and looks like w duck then it must 


bea duck! 


A-Huggins 

Ngunnawal, ACT. 

KENNETT THE MAN 
TO LEAD SOCCER 


Dear Sir, 

Recently and not for the 
first time in ABSW I have 
been urging Mr Jeff Kennett 
(former Vic Premier) to 
become actively involved in 
the running of Australian soc- 
cet, 

Fortunately Mr Kennett 
felt obliged to respond to my 
and other people’s urging by 
giving an interview to Peter 
Desira in the Herald Sun 
12/01/01. 

Desira. is a prominent 
Melbourne soccer journalist 
who I have found to be more 
reliable and up front than 
many of his colleagues. 

Kennett as reported ruled 
out any involvement in soccer 
at this stage but openly urged 
the NSL clubs to form a 
breakaway league if the cur- 


Jeff Kennett: Former 
Victorian Premier. 
rent administration of 
Australian soccer was not 
drastically formed. This com- 
ment is consistent with state- 
ments coming from other 
sources on the fringes of 

Australian soccer. 

The clear message (as I 
read it) is if the stakeholders 
are stupid enough to elect 
“Mr You Know Who” or one 


of etters to the Editor 
Ethnic teams a positive 


population base there, the 
level of support is a disgrace. 

My own team Parramatta 
(and I am not a new fan!), 
despite the best facilities of 
any team in Sydney and a 
huge geographic base struggle 
to pull 5000 plus to a game. 

This is only looking at 
crowds as a gauge of success, 
god help us if we were privy 
to financial or management 
records. 

Teams such a South 
Melbourne, Marconi, 
Olympic and Adelaide are 
great clubs on and off the 
field. They are still the back- 
bone of soccer in this country. 

They do not discriminate 
the majority of Australians. I 
regularly go to Olympic home 
matches. 

Yes, the majority are 
Greek, but always pleases me 
to see the mix of other nation- 
alities who come to share the 
Jove and passion they have for 
the game and their team, 
‘Their supporters add some- 


of his stooges to replace Basil 
Scarsella then all hell will 
break lose. In a none too sub- 
tle manner they are saying 
“Mr You know -who’s” days 
as a kingmaker of Australian 
soccer are over. These stake- 
holders who intend to vote for 
him to preserve the status quo 
(their position) do so at their 


We all know that most Oz 
soccer administrators are not 
very bright and thinking 
clearly is not something that 
comes easily. If they value 
their positions in soccer they 
need to exercise their minds 
more than usual, Don’t inke 
my word for it test the water 
for yourself. 


R. Melor, 
Bondi, NSW. 
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thing to the experience of 
watching the game that you 
don’t get at Parramatta 
(though it is improving). 

This is what soccer has to 
offer, another «slice of 
Australia and indeed the 
world that no other sporting 
code can quite offer. 


x, 


* 


SOUTH MELBOURNE S.C, 


Why is everyone embar- 
rassed or angry about ethnici- 
ty in soccer? It is not this 
sport’s weakness. It should be 
seen as its strength, and used 
as such. 


ENOUGH 


Dear Sir, 


1 was looking forward to watching Game of 
the 90s on SBS (Monday 8.1.2001) and all T 
saw was Manchester Utd, Manchester Utd, 
Manchester Utd I think Les Murray and John 
Warren and company are Man Utd supporters. 
All soccer supporters are not crazy on Man 
Utd, there are ninety-one more teams in the 


Dear Sir, 


English football league, besides Manchester 


Utd. 


Not a fan. 


Hampton Park. Vic. 


GREAT PAPER BUT 
| OF MAN UTD | MORE FIXTURES 


Your Publication is great reading on 
International and Australian's Issue’s. 

But one thing you could bring in at the start 
of the European season in 2001-2002 is a fix- 
ture list or draw of countries like Spain, 
German, Netherlands, Belgium, French and 
Portugal thé main European-countries. 


James Johnstone 
Wollstonecraft NSW. 


SMALLER LEAGUE 
TO CAUSE PROBLEMS 


Dear Sir, 

I would like to warmly 
congratulate Mr Dominic 
Scullino for his excellent 
idea in ABSW (9/1/01) of a 
“Split League into two 
Conferences,” and in the 
same article R. Melor’s idea, 
to have Mr Jeff Kennett as 
Soccer Austrafia president. 

Instinctively, I think, those 
are the right solutions to our 
problems!! I also suggest the 
following” 

1. If possible; with the 
SBS “On the Ball” pro- 
gramme, if you can ask them; 
to organise a phone-in, about 


the two subjects. 

2. Or if you can send, to all 
of your newsagents, a peti- 
tion form (with the two ques- 
tions) and have a National 
petition about our Soccer 
future, after all, why let the 


much too small to sustain a 
commercially viable league 
larger than 12 clubs.” 

This is wrong (no proof) 
because; if one club goes 
down from the NSL (exam- 
ple: Parramatta Melita 


future of our NSL jeopardise Eagles) the ethnic supporters 

with a few, as R. Melor said: won't follow other NSL 

Iquote“...incompetent recy- teams! In this case (the 

cled self seeking opportunist Parramatta Power). 

4 ‘They will follow the team 
If there is any chance, — in the lower division. Sol do 

please do organise, both of not see, how more money can 

my requests?! Thank you in go into the “kitty.” 

advance. Furthermore, the 

idea of the S.A “that the R. Marton, 

Australian soccer market is Tingalpa Qld. 


he iB ‘been a lot of talk lately about 
a possible breakaway league being formed 
for next season, with the registration of the 
name “Australian Premier League” by the 
professional footballer’s association. 

Many months ago I criticised Soccer 
Australia’s officials for not doing enough 
(if anything) to help the NSL in this coun- 
try, as well as other levels of the game 
locally, as it was and still is more interest- 
ed in what happens on the world scene 
with all of our national teams, so they can 
hob nobb around on the world stage, rak- 
ing up frequent flyer points taking to all 
the big and powerful FIFA officials as well 
as the other top continents soccer officials. 

Talso mentioned that it was time for a 
whole new board of administrators to run 
the local game separately from the present 
group, who are obviously more interested 
in the international side of the world 
game. 

My criticism today is even strong than 
ever. In any professional football competi- 
tions around the first world, what adminis- 
tration would allow a top division club to 
fold during the season without any help to 
complete it, so their was no disruption to 
the rest of the season. 

Also what other administration in the 
world would then say okay everyone 
including those who has already played 
Carlton and lost or drawn against them, be 
given three points each with a 3-0 score- 
line to match, because Carlton has now 
forfeited their remaining games of the sea- 
son. Sounds crazy doesn’t it? 

Also what administration sells the TV 
Fights to a station who offers 30 pieces of 
silver to not show the game to the public 
(at a reasonable time) just so it can pay its 
own bills, without at least a small dividend 
to the clubs. 

Icould go on and on but time and space 
in your letters section stops me from doing 
so, such as the seven million dollars that 
the Wollongong Wolves are playing for 
later this year if they qualify in Papua New 
Guinea, 

No doubt they will want a percentage of 
that money if possible as the central body, 
but what will they do with it, if they got 20 


or 25% of that 
total. I bet no 
other club 
(outside of the 
Wollongong 
Wolves) 
would see a 
cent of it. 
What ~~ will 
happen of 
course is that 
South 
Melbourne or 

Perth 
Glory or the 


Basil Scarsella:  Woives again 


Outgoing SA F 
Chairman, Sil compste 
sons World Club Championship again. 

‘That's just great isn’t it? We will have 
two or three Manchester United’s in the 
NSL, with the rest just making up the 
numbers year in and year out, and also 
some falling by the wayside mid season of 
course. 

Having just two or three super strong 
clubs does not benefit the game he, as the 
culture of sport in general here is about 
winners, not losers, year in and year out. 

So with that in mind and other issucs, it 


SA NEEDS TO LIFT THEIR GAME 


is no wonder that people like Jeff Kennett 
say a complete new set-up is needed in the 
game locally including a new competition 
if necessary. 

Far be it from me, to endorse or sanc- 
tion a new breakaway league, but if the 
current officials in charge can’t get the cri- 
teria for a new 12 team competition right 
next season, considering there are four 
new entries or applicants trying to get in as 
well, I would suggest that to avoid aniy fur- 
ther turmoil or damage that would happen 
with FIFA bans on players involved in any 
rebel competition, that the current soccer 
administrators move their head office to 
London (England) to look after all the 
‘national sides down to the Joeys level, and 
let a whole new set of administrators take 
over here in Australia. 

With just.a small office or set-up here in 
Australia to monitor the youngster’s com- 
ing through as well as keeping contact 
with the NSL, it would be able to run the 
national teams programmes and schedules 
from England with more face to face 
meetings with European countries football 
associations. 


Nerang. Qld. 


LABBOZZETTA NOT 
THE RIGHT MAN 


word used in his comments was "but", bat 
this, but that. 

Re cect since 
‘and this is the worst it has ever beea, and 
‘that’s saying something. 


ABSW (8) 


Wollongong New 
Champions Of Oceania 


OLLONGONG, 
the current 
League champi- 
ons of Australia, last night 
carefully placed another 
prestigious crown in the 
Club’s showcase when Ron 
Corry’s lads defeated the 
champions of Vanuatu, 


Tafea, courtesy of a 62nd 
minute goal by the flying 
Scott Chipperfield in Port 
Moresby, New Guinea. 

‘The conditions were tough 
but so were the Vanuatans 
who proved very dangerous. 

Wollongong who were 
well disciplined and superbly 
marshalled at the back, con- 
trolled most of the match. 


But the dangerous rough 
playing surface of the 
Stadium plus the explosive 
pace of the three strikers for 
the Champions of Vanuatu, 
made the Pacific Islanders a 
constant threat for the 
Australians. 

Tt was a very tight game 
with very few chances. A 
typical tight Final. 


Wollongong’s profession- 


uMaRO 


Scott Chipperfield: Attacking midfielder. 


VPL KICKS OFF NEXT MONTH 


ictorian Premier League back-to- 

back title holder Green Gully 

Cavaliers opens its 2001 campaign 
with a local derby away to St Albans on 
Sunday, February 4, in a bid to win three 
titles in a row for a second time in the 
club’s history. 

In the opening round, on Friday, February 
2, Port Melbourne hosts former champion 
Bulleen. The Zebras are one of several VPL 
clubs who have expressed an interest in being, 
part of a future NSL second division. 

Therefore a good showing in the 
Victorian competition is vital to their 
future plans. 4 

On = Saturday, Newcomer (yy 
Essendon Royals hosts South (jy 
Dandenong at Epping stadium. * 
The ambitious Royals will play 
away from their former Reggio 
Calabria Club ground for the first time and 
call Epping home from now on. 

On Sunday, Heidelberg United welcomes 
Preston in yet another traditional battle 
between the two former NSL clubs. Rivalry 
between the Lions and the Bergers is leg- 
endary. 

"We're looking forward to the match and 
the opportunity to show who is the superior 
team. We'll set-the pace,” Preston president 
Lucas Kostadinoski promised. 

Altona East and Altona Magic will play 
their Paisley Reserve derby on Sunday, while 
Jast season's runner-up Bentleigh Greens is at 
home to Fawkner Blues. 

The Cavaliers won three consecutive 
championships in 1983-85, beating runners- 


al team performance stood 
them in good stead whenever 
the Aussies were under 
heavy fire. 

In the 62nd minute 
Chipperfield hit what ulti- 
mately proved to be the win- 
ner that brought some much 
needed relief to the 
Australian side. 

Just tured sixteen year 
old: striker, Jay Lucas, cut 
back a gem of a ball back off 
the byline for Chipperfield to 
slam into the target. 

But an extremely crucial 
save made by Wollongong’s 
brave custodian, Daniel 
Beltrame just two minutes 


up Melbourne Croatia (now Melbourne 
Knights) to the punch at every occasion, 

But Green Gully will need to overcome a 
major hoodoo. It has never won a champi- 
onship in a finals play-off. All five titles have 
been won after completion of the regular 
home-and-away matches. 

"We've never won in a final-five play-off. 
This will be the challenge for the club, if it is 
to win 2 third title in a row this season,” Gully 
president Charles Farrugia said. 

The premier Jeague will return to a final- 
five finals, played on July 22, 29, and August 
5 and 12 (grand final), 

Green Gully has maintained its stability 

with the re-appointment of champion 

coach Ian Dobson for two more sea- 
S, sons. 
St Albans has promoted assistant 
¥ coach Peter Crocker to senior coach 
@¥ ufer the departure of Mike Petersen 
to coach South Melbourne. 
‘The Saints will play several games at 
Knights stadium later in the season, starting 
in round 13, when Bulleen Zebras are the vis- 
itors. 

Knights general manager Robert Hrzic 
confirmed the NSL club's premier league sis- 
ter club would shift some matches away from 
Churchill Reserve. 

"St Albans asked us if it could play the last 
half dozen games at Knights stadium as a test 
run for next season, when the club plans to 
play all of its matches at the Knights,” Hrzic 
said. 


VPL FIXTURES 


PAGES 16 & 17 


Matt Horsley: Captain and right wingback. 


into the second session, was 


the turning point for 
Wollongong who instantly 
stepped up a gear. 


Daniel Beltrame: Goalkeeper. 

Strong shots fired in and — who was in Port Moresby for 
well on target by tre whole Oceania 
Chipperfield and Lucas, Tournament Teporting 
were all magnificently through to the Final for the 
blocked away by the electronic media, stated last 
Vanuatan goalkeeper. night 

Tafea were always danger- “Tt was just a magnificent 
ous and’ quick to try and team performance. 


“Wollongong deserved 
their success as it was by far 
the best team in the tourna- 
ment with strengths in every 
department. 

“Tafea proved a dangerous 
opponent in dangerous con- 
ditions. 

“However I felt that 
Wollongong’s overall plan= 


ning was excellent as was 
their execution in everything 
they did,” Warren ended. 
Wollongong’s starting 
line-up: Beltrame, Horsley, 
Souris, Blake, Ceccoli, Reid, 
Huxley, Mennillo, 
Chipperfield, Lucas, Young. 
Crowd 6,000. 


CHINESE SIDES TO VISIT 
By Bort van Bedot 


hinese first division teams 
Shanghai Shen Hua and 


‘Yunnan Hongta FC will visit (11/2), Melbourne Knights (13/2) and tact with Australian soccer for several 
Melbourne and Sydney next month. Syciney United (18/2)), ‘years und lias also assisted in organis- 
The Shanghai team will play match- — ” Tour organiser, Benny Luo, said the ing tours for Australian teams to 


es against NSL side Melbourne 
Knights (4/2), VPL champion Green 
Gully (14/2), State league team Fitzroy 


catch the Australians on the 
break. 

Former Australian World 
Cup captain, John Warren 


Ron Corry: Head Coach. 


Stuart Young: Striker. 


City (17/2), VPL's Preston Lions 
(22/2), and NSL club Eastern Pride at 
Morwell (27/2). 

Yunnan Hongta will take on VPL 
club St Albans (8/2), Eastern Pride 


Vice president and general manager 
of the Australian-China Sports and 
Culture Exchange Promotions Society 
and  Goldenstar_ —_—International 
Investment, Luo has maintained con- 


Shanghai club was founded in 1993, China. e 
but had already won the national title Aggies 
in 1995 among a host of trophies. Wy 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


MARCONI STALLIONS 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 


arconi Stallions have cemented 
Mi position in the top five after 
defeating the Brisbane 
Strikers 2-1 in a closely fought match in front 
of 4,025 fans at Marconi Stadium on Saturday 
night. : 
Archie Thompson scored and help set up a 
goal to increase the Stallions unbeaten run to 
four games, 
leaving _the 
injury depleted 
Strikers wal- 
lowing at 12th 
position on the 
NSL table. 

This was an 
important game 
for both teams 
at different 
ends of the 
NSL ladder. 
Brisbane were 
looking to 

| climb out their 

recent slump, 

losing to Perth 

Jeromy Harris: Brisbane's by five goals in 
best against Marconi. | 


FOOTBALL KINGZ 1 
SYDNEY UNITED 1 


espite taking 20 shots at goal, the 
De Kingz had to settle for a 1-1 

draw against Sydney United at 
Wellington’s Westpac Trust Stadium last 
Friday night. = 

In front of a record crowd of 11,622, one that 
may convince the side to switch regions and base 
themselves in the capital, the Kingz fought back 
from a 0-1 deficit at halftime, thanks to Dennis 
Tbrahim who found the mark with his head early 
in the second half. 

Paul Urlovic made a sweeping right cross for 
Ibrahim to lunge head first onto the ball. It 
skimmed inside the goal post and past United 
keeper Steve Tolios, to keep the game within the 
Kingz grasp. 

Sydney United scored first after just 18 min- 
utes fo lead throughout the first half, their one of 
only six shots at goal hitting the target. 

300 match veteran Frances Awaritefe, was on 
the receiving end of a lofty pass from midfield to 
fire the ball home and past Kingz keeper Simon 
Eaddy. 

There were howls from the Kingz camp that 
Awaritefe was offside, but their cries fell on deaf 
ears as referee Jeremy Blaney allowed the goal to 
stand. 

The goal was not the only referee decision to 
go against the Kingz, twice in the first balf glar- 
ing penalties were ignored by Blaney. 

Aaran Lines required medical attention for his 
knee after he was tackled inside United’s goal box 
with Blaney a matter of metres away while 
Ibrahim got some air, when he was tripped soon 
after. 

The Kingz dominated the first 5 minutes of 
the match, and had two promising chances at goal 
within that period, however they were made to 
pay soon after as United finally got hold of the 
ball and soon after took a shock lead. 

For much of the second half, the Kingz again 
controlled the possession and for the final 20 
minutes took a barrage of shots at goal, however 
most failed to trouble the keeper. 


Archle Thompson: Scored the opener 
against the Strikers. 

their last game, while Marconi were looking to 
build on. an impressive 4-1 victory away to the 
Melbourne Knights last week. 

While Brisbane started off the brighter, enjoy- 
ing greater early possession, it was Marconi 
who looked the most threatening through the 


Francis Awaritefe: Gave United a 18th 
minute lead against the Kingz. The match 
ended 1-1, 

The visitors looked happy with the result, 
which breaks a ten game losing streak and lifts 
them into eighth position on the ladder. 

And while the Kingz looked to be energised 
and combined well, they will need to clean up on 
their finishing in front of goal before hosting 
Sydney Olympic back in Auckland at Ericsson 
Stadium this Friday night. . 
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lethal pairing of Thompson and Kris 
Trajanovski up front. 

Trajanovski came closest to scoring in the 
first half when his header from a Brendan 
Renaud cross hit the crossbar before rebounding 
onto the back of Duke and deflecting wide. 

The Strikers played some fluent three-quarter 
football but never really trouble keeper David 
Aceski into a serious save. 

Two minutes into the second half the dead- 
lock was broken via a spectacular strike from 
Thompson celebrating his 100th NSL game. 

‘Angelo Costanzo made a strong run down the 
middle of the park before squaring it to Renaud 
in space on the left flank. 

Renaud then crossed deep to Thomson who 
controlled the ball on his chest before volleying 
into the roof of the net, leaving Duke with no 
chance. 

The Stallions added a second in the 54th 
minute via the penalty spot when Renaud was 
tuled to have been pushed over in the penalty 
area after a nice run by Thompson. Kris 
Trajanovski, playing his 250th NSL game, made 
no mistake from the spot kick sending the 
Marconi faithful into raptyres. 

The Strikers got one back five minutes later 
after Jeremy Harris broke down the left flank 
and crossed accurately for Fernando Rech to 
head home. 

This set up a tense final half hour but 
Brisbane’s lack of depth on the bench, largely 
due to the injury of key players like Jade North 


NEWCASTLE UNITED 1 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 5 


elbourne Knights had the three points 

in the bag within 15 minutes in their 5- 

1 drubbing of Newcastle United 5-1 at 
Marathon Stadium on Friday night that left 
6,875 supporters dumfounded and wondering 
when their beloved Newcastle will find the much 
needed winning formula. 

The Knights led 3-0 after Toto Da Costa scored a 
double and Joel Porter a single in the opening 14 
minutes. Da Costa's second was a screamer from 20 
metres that cannoned into the roof of United’s net, 
The first goal came with the match just 51 seconds 
old. 

Defender Chris Zoricich, playing with a painkiller 
for a broken toe, conceded a comer after skying the 
ball on a failed clearance. Newcastle conceded one 
of their softest goals of the season from the comer. 

Da Costa had a hand in the second-goal, releasing 
Daniel on the right. Vasilevski crossed to the 
unmarked Porter who slammed home from close 
Tange past United keeper Bob Catlin. 

The home sideis woes in the first half continued 
when Vasko Trpcevski was sent from the field sec- 
onds before the halftime break. Trpcevski and 
Adrian Cervinski tangled near the sideline with the 
United player left on the turf. 

Referee Simon Micallef indicated that Trpcevski 
took a dive and produced the yellow card for the sec- 
ond time followed by the red. 

“Trpcevski’s dismissal was laughable,” 
-Newcastle United coach Lee Sterrey said. 

- “The minute the whistle went, the other bloke 
gave himself up and threw his hands up straight 
away. 

“But at the end of the day it was 3-0 at that time.” 

Andrew Marth, who has taken sometime to settle 
in after being recruited from Carlton late last year, 
extended the Knights lead to 4-0 two minutes after 
the break. 

United striker John Buonavoglia was on hand at 
the far post to steer a Travis Dodd cross into the net 
for a consolation goal in the 61st minute and at least 
gave the home supporters a glimmer of hope and the 
pint sized striker a reminder he can score goals. 

Adrian Cervinski blasted a 30-metre drive past 
Catlin with six minutes remaining to seal a 5-1 drub- 


Brendan Renaud: Man of the Match 
performance against Brisbane. 
and Nick Meredith, seemed to be the difference 
betwee the two teams. 

Tt was infact Marconi who perhaps should 
have increased their lead when John Maisano 
failed to beat Duke after being played into the 
clear. 


bing and three valuable points but moreover the con- 
fidence boost the classy outfit requires in their push 
for the finals. 

“Three-nil after 15 minutes was the confidence 
booster we needed,” Melbourne Knights coach 
Vlado Vanis said. 

“I was scared coming here tonight after such a 
poor performance last week. 

“But our experienced players from Carlton have 
now settled in well.” 

United are stretched to the limit with several play- 
ers injured and now two players (Trpcevski and 
Todd McManus) join Antony Surjan and Brad 
Wieczorek on the sidelines. 

Trpcevski automatically suspended for one week 
after his send off and McManus received his fourth 
caution of the season against the Knights and will sit 
out the Eastern Pride match on Australia Day. 


Toto Da Costa: Bagged a double in 
Melbourne’s 1-5 win in Newcastle. 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 
SOUTH MELBOURNE ) 


by Julian Murphy 


successive home defeat -after being out- 

classed by league leaders South Melbourne. 
A wonder first-time strike by Vas Kalogeracos 
gave South their 10th win of the campaign after 
both teams had scored early in the second half. 

The Spirit will need to work extremely hard in the 
second half of the season if they are to secure a top- 
six finish but this 2-1 defeat will be a good starting 
point. 

The result was by no means a disgrace against the 
competition’s form team who started the game with 
proven match winners Paul Trimboli, Simon 
Colosimo and Goran Lozanovski on the bench. 

Spirit player-coach Graham Amold again turned in 
a sterling performance at the back yet in this game, 
unlike the last fixture against Canberra, his team 
mates were prepared to follow his lead, “J thought it 
was an outstanding effort from us tonight. It is the 
best we've played in a long while.” an upbeat Arnold 
said after the match. 

“The result is a bit of a set back but we also have 
to look at the positives. They are the best team we 
‘have come up against and we stuck with them all the 
way.” 

Chances fell at both ends in an open first half that 
contrasted somewhat to the dour contests North 
Sydney Oval has witnessed this season. 

Ben Burgess was denied from the edge of the six- 
yard box by South keeper Michael Petkovic and Matt 
Bingley ballooned a shot over from a similar posi- 
tion. 

At the other end South’s David Clarkson mis-hit a 
pass beyond Kalogeracos when he may have done 
better to shoot himself and Paul Henderson saved a 
sharp effort from the boot of Fausto De Amicis just 
before half time. 

Whilst the Spirit were creating openings, it was 


T= Northern Spirit suffered their second 


EASTERN PRIDE 0 


in Newcastle. 
Olympic overcame a disinterested 


South who appeared the more fluent of the two sides. 
Kalgeracos and fellow striker Con Boutsianis were a 
constant threat and they reeeived great support from 
Vaughan Coveny and Andy Vlahos, playing well for- 
ward on the flanks. The first half ended scoreless but 
South seemed to have plenty in reserve. 

The game burst into life immediately from the 
restart with the Spirit opening the scoring through 
Burgess. The Spirit’s leading scorer combined with 
Scott Thomas before firing in his 8th goal of the sea- 
son. The Spirit could barely entertain the thought of 
an upset before South had them back on level terms. 

Within a minute sleepy Spirit defending allowed 
Coveny to charge up the field and equalise. 

South Melbourne didn’t intend to leave the game 
with anything less than three points and the introduc- 
tion of both Trimboli and Colosimo saw them push- 
ing for a winner. Colisimo’s impact was near imme- 
diate as he delivered the ball into space for 
Kalogeracos’ cracker in the 67th minute, 

Had Burgess been able to convert two chances 
served up to him by Simon Catanzaro in the final five 
minutes, the Spirit may well have salvaged a point 
from the game. 

Alert defending from De Amicis and another fine 
save from Petkovic snuffed out these opportunities 
and the visitors secured a deserved victory. 

Tt was yet another professional and committed dis- 
play from South Melbourne, leaving them four points 
clear in first place at the half way mark of the season. 
Their unbeaten run extends back to the second round 
and they must be firming as title favourites, 

The defeat has left the Spirit back in the pack and 
gave a clear indication of the gulf that exists between 
them and the top two or three teams. Yet it was an 
encouraging performance and Amold appealed to 
Spirit fans to continue supporting the team. “I want 
them to keep coming because we will tum if around, 

‘There are 15 games to go and if we can continue to 
pat in efforts like tonight every week I am,confident 
we can get there.” For this to be the case Amold will 
probably have to continue taking the field himself as 
he, along with Burgess, has been the Spirit’s best this 
season, 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 2 


Pablo Cardozo brace within 

the space of seven minutes 

idway through the second 

half helped the Sydneysiders to a 

valuable 0-2 win away to Eastern 
Pride at Mobil Park last Saturday. 

More importantly the win, only 
Olympic’s second in Morwell, lifts the 
team into outright third position, three 
points clear of the Wollongong Wolves 
however the NSL Champions still have 
a game in hand. 

After a first 45 minutes in which nei- 
ther side looked interested or even will- 
ing to grab the game by the neck, 
Cardozo showed the spark that saw him 
end last season as the league’s second 
deadliest front man. 

His first came after 64 minutes, 
breaking the hearts of the Pride players 
when he clinical poked a left foot shot 
past a hapless Bojo Jevdjevic in goals 
for the home side, 

The goal came from a goal mouth 
scramble, which luckily fell to the feet 
of Cardozo who tapped into a near 
empty net. 

Cardozo made it 2-0 just seven min- 
utes later after heading past Jevdjevic 
following an inch perfect cross by Elias 
Augerinos. 

While Olympic move north in their 
quest to reach the summit of the ladder, 
The Pride have hit rock bottom, and are 
firming as wooden spooners with half 
of the league now complete. 

Three wins from just 13 matches see 
the Victorian club two points behind 
Second from bottom Newcastle United, 
who they will take on next Friday night 


first half to stamp its class on an injury 
ravaged Pride which ran out of spirit. 
The first 45 minutes, if anything, 
favoured the visitors with Harry James 
hitting the woodwork before Troy 
Halpin has a shot cleared off the line 
Olympic coach Branko Culina was 
delighted with the win, considering the 
clubs poor record in Morwell. 


Pablo Cardozo: Scored a 
double against Eastern Pride. 


“They usually play pretty well 
against us and the surface, while it's 
improved it’s still not up to the standard 
of a lot of other grounds ... so we're 
happy to take the points,” 

Olympic travel to Auckland next 
week to take on the unpredictable 
Football Kingz, next Friday night, with 
either a win or a draw lifting the 
Sydney club into outright second posi- 
tion, but only for 24 hours before Perth 
(equal second) and Wollongong 
(fourth) do battle in the grand final 
replay. 


Glory primed themselves for next weekend’s 
blockbuster encounter with defending NSL champions 
Wollongong Wolves and current ladder leaders South 

Melbourne the week after, by producing an almost effortless 
3-0 win over Canberra Cosmos at Perth Oval last Saturday 
night, 

In fact the visitors could well have been inflicted with a crick- 
et score had it not been for the inconsistency in the finishing flair 
of Perth’s deadly duo of Damian Mori and Bobby Despotovski. 

“We never had any problems picking up the three points,” said 
Glory coach Berd Stange. 

“Before the game I told the players not to take Cosmos light- 
ly since they had picked up points against class teams. But apart 
from a few scares in the first ten minutes and the fact that Bobby 
and Damian missed a lot of clear chances, I’m happy with the 
result and now looking forward to the big clash with Wollongong 
next week,” Stange said. 

“We have a fairly inexperienced side in general and that 
showed out there tonight,” admitted Canberra coach Tom 
Sermanni. “We made a go of it until the third goal went in three 
minutes into the second half which finished off the game. 

“Several key players of the Glory side are in a rich vein of 
form at the moment — Damian and Bobby especially. They 
(Glory) and South Melbourne are easily the best the teams we 
have played this season,” ended Sermanni. 

The only disappointment for second-placed Perth is with Scott 
Miller who picked up a fourth yellow card and Shane Pryce who 
is likely to be out for at least a month with a knee ligament injury. 

‘The riches in the depth of the Glory squad however, mean they 
are not likely to lose anything in terms of quality or strength with 
their impending replacements. 

Played before a healthy 13,277 crowd, Perth was given a scare 
after just 16 seconds when Canberra’s Uruguayan midfielder 
Milton Cortes set up Nick Purdue to fire a low strike on goal but 
Jason Petkovic was able to make a clean grab to his right. It did- 
mt take long however, for Glory to eventually gain the upper 
hand and never lost their grip for the remainder of the ninety 


ABSW (8) 


South Melbourne's Simon Colosimo jumps above Northern Spirit's Gabriel Mendez during 
Souths 1-2 win at North Sydney Oval. 


minutes, 

Local referee Angelo 
Nardi handed out six yel- 
low cards, three to each 
side, but never was the 
game spiteful. Glory goalie 
Petkovie received his for 
time-wasting, substitute 
Brad Maloney saw yellow 
for belting the ball into row 
Z of the stands and Miller 
for more late action on the 
ball after Nardi had blown 
his whistle. For the visitors, 
Cortes was cautioned for 
placing the ball to where he F 
felt an earlier infringement 
took place. 

The opening _ goal i 

arrived after 14 minutes 
when a typical lung-burst- 
ing Miller run through the Despotor 
Cosmos defence set up his eighth of the season, 
Gary Faria who in turn found Mori, who knows exactly what to 
do with such a close-range offering. The Socceroos net buster 
released an unstoppable rising missile from ten metres to notch 
goal number 11 for the season and a remarkable 159 in his NSL 
career, 
Perth extended their lead in the 32nd minute by way of a 
defensive gaffe from Cosmos skipper Hiroshi Miyazawa who 
allowed Miller to dispossess him of the ball. The stand-in skip- 
per, who was making his 130th appearance in a Glory shirt, then 
sent Despotovski goal bound and who finished off the move by 
beating Angelo Konstantinou to collect his third goal in as many 
matches and eight in total for the season. 

Cosmos responded in the 41st minute with their only other 
threat of the half, through Jon Anglelucci who directed a glanc- 
ing header wide of Petkovics’ right-hand upright. 

‘The game was pronounced dead as a contest three minutes 
after the break when Miller was again involved in his side find- 
ing the target, this time his low cross-cum-shot was pounced on 
and put away by Faria just metres from Konstantinou’s net with 
more than a hint of him being in an offside position. 
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By Arvind Hickman 


occeroo goalkeeper, Mark 
Bosnich, has moved to 
English giants Chelsea 
only hours after Manchester 
United terminated his contract 
last Thursday. 

The 29 year-old signed with the 
Blues on a free transfer for three 
and a half years in a bid to resur- 
rect his flailing career. 

The moye has also impressed 
Socceroo coach Frank Farina, who 
had been concerned with Mark’s 
lack of first team football. 

“T was concemed that Mark was 
not playing regular first team foot- 
ball, and hopefully he will be back 
on the park sooner rather than 


— a. 
Frank Farina: Delighted. 
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later,” he said. 

“Chelsea is a big club with 
plenty of ambition and if Mark 
gets his chance I’m sure he will do 
well for them.” 

Bosnich spoke with Chelsea 
boss Claudio Ranieri and goal- 
keeping coach-Giorgio Pellizarro 
immediately after his contract had 
been terminated by mutual agree- 
ment. 

While Ranieri was impressed 
with Mark’s attitude and aspira- 
tions, he made it clear that 
Bosnich wilt still have to fight for 
the number one jersey alongside 
out of favour keeper Ed De Goey 
and Carlo Cudicini. 

The move ends months of 
agony for Bosnich after his well 
publicised feud with former boss 
Sir Alex Ferguson, which saw the 
Socceroo keeper relegated to third 
choice behind World Cup winner 
Fabien Barthez and stalwart 
Raymond Van Der Gouw. 

Bosnich now looks forward to 
the challenge with Chelsea and 
intends on making the most of his 
time in London, 

“Tm just honoured and really 
chuffed that T have finally made it. 
It is a great opportunity at another 
big club and I intend making the 
most of it,” he said. 

“Now [ have ancther chance to 
win things and 1 am grateful for 


Josip Skoko with his new wife [vana Bajic on their wedding day. 


FARINA DELIGHTED 
WITH BOSNICH MOVE 


Mark Bosnich: Moves from Old Trafford to Stamford Bridge. 
that because it is important to me. 
I need to be involved and chal- 
lenging for honours because, when 


you are successful, it brings you 
memories that stay with you for 
the rest of your life.” 


By Roy Hay 


oeceroo playmaker Josip 

Skoko met his match in 

Geelong recently when 
he married sweetheart Ivana 
Bajic from Split in Croatia. 

The pair met when Skoko 
was skipper of Hajduk Split 
before his move to his current 
club Racing Club of Genk in 
Belgium. 

Ivana was accompanied by 
her mother and her brother, and 
guests included Olyroo keeper 
Joey Didulica, currently with 
Ajax Amsterdam, Sean Babic, 
who has just returned to 
Marconi and is getting over a 
cruciate ligament injury, and 
former feam-mates at North 
Geelong, Mijo Trupkovic (St 
Albans), Grgo Saric (formerly 
with Sydney United), John 
Didulica (formerly with the 
Melbourne Knights, and now 
coaching at North Geelong), 

Four hundred guests packed 
the Australian-Croatian Hall for 
the reception following the 
wedding at St Mary’s in 
Geelong. 

Skoko has been a permanent 
fixture in the Socceroo line-up 
and was one of the over-age 
players drafted in to the Olyroos 
after the withdrawal through 
injury of Joey Didulica and 
skipper Paul Okon. 


‘ollongong’s Jay Lucas 
always had an ambition 
to play in the English 


Premier League however even the 
16 year old could not imagine he 
would be given a chance at such a 
young age. 

However Lucas, who has been on 
assignment with the NSL Champion 
Wollongong Wolves, was last week 
signed up by English Premier 
League side, Southampton, which 
by the way is also Lucas’ favourite 
team, 

The young striker, who has 
played just a handful of NSL match- 
€s, was signed on a three year deal. 

Surprisingly, Lucas passed up a 
number of bigger named clubs 
including Liverpool and Leeds to 
head to the Dell. 

“y had offers from 
Middlesbrough, Coventry, Leicester, 
Leeds and Liverpool but I chose 
Southampton because it’s a smaller 
city in the south of England,” Lucas 
said, 

‘The announcement of the moye to 
England, was a double surprise for 
Lucas who celebrated his 16th birth- 
day, nine days ago (January 14) 
however his age means he can not 
turn professional until he turns 17. 

A bumble and understanding, 
Lucas already knows the road will 
be long to Premiership football, with 
pen to paper not guaranteeing a posi- 


+ for the 2002 World Cup. 


There he reformed a partner- 
ship with Mark Viduka which 
goes back to the their days at the 
Australian Institute of Sport. 
According to Sean Babic he has 
been a revelation at Genk, 
where Babic watched some of 
his recent games. 

“The quality of the passes he 
delivers is extraordinary,” the 
young striker said, 

Skoko had big shoes to fill 
for he replaced local hero 
Branko Strupar, but now the 
fans love him, according to 
Babic. 

It is highly likely that Skoko 
will be picked up by one of the 
big clubs in Europe when his 
current contract expires and he 
will be a key player in 
Australia’s qualifying campaign 


The Skoko’s flew back to 
Belgium shortly afterwards so 
that Josip could resume tain- 
ing. Joey Didulica was also 
being summoned back to Ajax, 
along with Jason Culina, for a 
vital meeting with club presi- 
dent Leo Beenhakker. The pres- 
ident watched the young keeper 
recently and was enormously 
impressed and is keen for him to 
stay with the Dutch giants. 

Didulica is ambitious and is 
determined to make a break- 
through into the first team this 
year or move on. 


tion on the field. 


“The Saints have signed me to a 
one-year scholarship, The earliest 1 
can turn professional is 17. I've 
agreed to terms for a further two 
years at The Del after my next 
birthday. “But that’s still no guaran- 
tee that I'll make the grade.” 

Lucas has hit a purple patch dur- 
ing Wollongong’s trek through the 
Papua New Guinea jungle towards a 
berth in the Oceania World Club 
Championships in Spain Eight goals 
in all matches up until the final, 
including a hat-trick and a two goal 
haul in the semi-final, made the 
young, striker the second highest 
marksmen behind teammate Saso 
Petrovski. 
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Can Marconi Overpower Parramatta? 


By John Economos 


arconi on 
Saturday night 
entertains the 


Parramatta Power at the 
Marconi Stadium in a clash 
that fully promises to be 
action packed, largely due 
to the tactics expected to be 
employed by the two 
respective coaches, 

With both teams coached 
by former Australian World 
Cup strikers, Eddie Kmcevic 
(Marconi), and David 
Mitchell (Parramatta), non- 
stop attacking Soccer is 
almost surely fully guaran- 
teed, 


PARRAMATTA POWER 


SAT 27 JAN 7PM 
@ MARCONI STADIUM 


Marconi is on a mini roll 
having won four of their last 
five games. 

Last Saturday night 
Marconi again collected 
three most precious League 
points by downing the defi- 
ant Brisbanc Strikers 2-1 
through goals by twin-strik- 
ers, Archie Thompson and 
Kris Trajanovski 

Thompson's very early 
second half goal was a real 
cracker. 

Despite having left only 
last Sunday for trials in 
Belgium with leading club 
Anderlecht, there’s a slight 
possibility that Marconi’s 
explosive striker Thompson 
could be back in time from 


Match Day Sponsor 
FAIRFIELD ADVANCE 


PH 9823 2222 FOR INFO 


Europe for Saturday’s match 
against the Power. 

Should Thompson not be 
back in time, it’s almost cer- 
tain that the powerful 
Queenslander, 19-year-old 
Royce Brownlie will get the 
nod from Eddie Krncevic to 
partner Kris Trajanovski in 
the Marconi attack-line 

Striker Norman Tome who 
could have been an option, 
received a red card last 
weekend in the Youth team, 
and will be out serving an 
automatic suspension. 

The Marconi coach stated 
last night: “Look, which ever 
way you look at it, this is 
going to be a great entertain- 
ing match. 

“Both sides like to go for- 
ward and the Power despite 
some of their recent erratic 
results are a very good team. 

“For us this is a vital game 
as we are only one point 
ahead of them on the League 
ladder.” 

Krncevic went on to con- 
fess: “Results have been 
coming our way with four 
wins from our last five 
games. 

“This game really is worth 
six points to us, if we can 
win,” Kmcevic calculated. 

“['m quietly confident 
we've tumed the comer with 
results coming our way,” 
ended Kmeevic. 


Major Sponsor 


Marconi’s experienced 
skipper and central marker, 
Dominic Longo, missed last 
Saturday's match against the 
Brisbane Strikers through 
injury. 

However it’s expected that 
Longo has now made a full 
recovery from an inflamed 
Achilles tendon and will be 
available for selection. 

In Longo’s absence last 
Saturday against Brisbane, 
Cameroon import Simon Bell 
filled in as one of the central 
markers linking up with Mark 
Babic who tookover the role 
of captaincy. 


Longo’s return to the heart 
of Marconi’s defence is most 
timely as he could be 
assigned the unenviable task 
of shackling the Power’s 
lethal marksman, Joe Miller, 

Since joining the Power 
this season, the former Celtic 
player has quickly got him- 
self amongst the goals. 

To date, Miller has scored 
nine of the Power's 25 goals. 

The Power who last week- 
end had a bye, suffered two 
unexpected losses in their 
last two games played 
against Adelaide City and the 
Perth Glory. 


ngelo Costanzo (left) with 


rful striker Royce Brownlie. 


TICKETS AVAILABLE 
Tre K © T Esk 
OR AT THE GATE 
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By Mark Stavroulakis 


Sydney youngster Leo Carle has joined 
the ever growing list of Aussie stars who 
now find themselves playing overseas. Leo 
is briefly in Australia while the Uruguay 
first division takes a brake, ABSW caught 
up with him to check up on his adventures 
in South America, 


‘any people have forgotten about 
M: player, whose talent with the 

ball and his exceptional ‘first 
touch was a sight to see. 

Former Sydney Olympic midfielder Leo 
Carle has arrived in Sydney for a couple of 
weeks after a tough-year in the Uruguayan 
first division with giants Nacional. 

Despite finding it tough to brake into the 
first team, Leo admits the road to the top is 
getting shorter, with regular starts in the 
Teserve team, a platform on which to start his 
rise 16 fame in Uruguay. 

“The league itself is very skillful and you 
need to use your mental skills more often. 
It’s really fanatical, and I'll never forget the 
day we played rivals Penarol in a reserve 
match before the big guys. There was 70,000 
screaming fans, defiantly an experience 1 
shall never forget.” 

However Leo is now gracing the fields of 
‘Uruguay and has joined the ever growing list 
of Australia soccer exports, who learnt their 
trade in Australia and leave our shores in the 
hope of mastering their skill on foreign soil. 


NYL 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 


(Naum Sekulovski 2, Brian McNichol, 
Paul Weare, Denis Mustac) 


Thursday 18 January 
(Milan Sajkic) (Ivan Gelemanovic) 


Round 13 


Saturday 20 January 2001 


Eastern Pride 3 
Melbourne Knights Academy 0 


(Miles Downie, Paul Wearne, Craig Elvin} 


Green Gully 1 South Melbourne 2 
(Imran Balla) (Steve Manceski 2) 


LEAGUE LADDER AMENDED 


LF 
45 
62 
35 
29 
32 
23 
18 
15 
13 
18 


Eastern Pride 

Sth Melbe Ins 
Melb Knights 

VIS 

Peninsula Blues 11 
Sth Melb Aca 11 
Melb Knights 11 
Sth Dandenong 9 
Albury 12 
Bulleen Zebras 13 


Ww 
10 
9 
9 
7 
y 
6 
6 
4 
3 
2 
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Young Leo started his playing career with 
Sydney’s Blacktown City, until he signed for 
Sydney Olympic at the age of fourteen. From 
then on, playing for the youth side at only 
fifteen was “a phenomenal achievement at 
that time, 

“T really enjoyed my youth seasons with 
Olympic. [ was pushed immensely to play 
against the bigger boys as that is where you 
can see for yourself if your good enough to 
go one step further, "said Carle. 

Tt was season 96/97 where Leo got his 
call-up to play first grade for Olympic under 
the reigns of Geoff Harcombe. “] was only 
17 and played a couple of games with the 
first team which was a great experience, 
Harcombe really encouraged me to play, but 
when he left it was not to be the same. 

“The following season I was pretty much 
left out of the squad and out of favour with 
the coach. Spending 13 weeks on the bench 
‘was too much for me, as I was at that age of 
playing week in week out, I decided to leave 
the club after six years, and play at another 
team that would give me the opportunities,” 
Said the young midfielder. 

Leo moved to Super League side St 
George for five months, and then was 
offered a professional contract by 
Uruguayan giants Nacional. “It was in 
March last year I went for trials at the club. I 
unfortunately broke my foot and was out for 
three months but did enough to impress the 
people at Nacional to gain a first grade con- 
tract, which was only for a year but that 
meant I had to impress in my opening year to 


3 si 
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Leo Carle: Doing weil in Uruguay, 


gain another contract,” said the 21-year-old. 

His first year in South American football 
was tough. Leo had many great things to say 
about his squad and the league itself. 

“I played a couple of friendly games with 
the first team, but my first year was playing 
for the reserve grade. Training everyday with 
the side was a terrific experience as the play- 
ers are in another class over there. 

“T trained with guys like Alvaro Recoba 
(now of Inter Milan) and Ruben Sosa who I 
watched on television a couple of years ago, 


and training with them was a dream come 
true, 

“The club itself is one of the most profes- 
sional outfits in South America. Equipped 
with soccer pitches, a massive gym, doctors, 
a players lodge, it has everything a player 
wants, 

“Also having one of the best but very hos- 
tile home grounds the “Centenario” with its 
70,000 capacity is an awesome pitch to see 
and play on. Training is a hectic schedule, 
six times a week with a day off is pretty 
much the basic program we run on,” said 


Being a professional player overseas 
means its tough to do all the good things 
after a match is finished and as Leo explains, 
the media is everywhere in Uruguay. 

“You can’t really go out too much, espe- 
cially if you’re a Nacional player as once the 
media finds out, they put you in the papers 
the next day, It’s all to do with professional- 
ism and how to become a professional play- 


er. 

“We have 30 players in the squad, and 
even little incidents like going out too late 
can jeopardise your spot in the side,” said the 
Nacional star. 

Fine touches, terrific ball skills, balance 
and co-ordination are the key skills to South 
American football. Carle had all these abili- 
ties with a little help from indoor soccer 
while he was in Australia. 

“I played indoor since 1 was twelve and 
that helped me a lot with my skills and how 
to express myself better on the pitch. I was 


always seen at Fairfield indoor centre where 
I trained in my spare time and developed 
more skill and sharpness with the ball,” said 
the talented youngster. 

‘The Carle name is no stranger to the spec- 
tators of soccer here in Australia, as Leo’s 
younger brother Nick, is also doing extreme- 
ly well. “I still keep in contact with my 
brother and I've heard he’s been doing quite 
well this season. I wish him all the best for 
the rest of the year especially with the 
U20's.”said Leo. 

If there was one man, however, that 
groomed Leo to be the player he is today, 
Leo can only look up to one man, 

“My father has been the main source of 
me becoming what I am today. My father 
Started me off in soccer, teaching me skills, 
the mental and physical side of the game as 
well. He pretty much fine tuned my skills 
and prepared me as a complete soccer player 
and I shall never forget that.” 

Asked about whether coming back to play 
in the National League was on the cards, Leo 
replied “Playing in Australia is not on my 
mind, I really want to play and stay overseas. 
The professionalism is too high overseas and 
I know if 1 were to come back to Australia, 
Td be taking a step back in my soccer career. 
T might play again once I finish my career 
overseas,” said Carle, 

Here for only a couple more days, Leo 
will fly back to Uruguay to work out yet 
another contract for the new season. 


NSL CLUBS IN FRIENDLIES 


RED STAR BELGRADE... 


RED STAR DOWN CITY 


KNIGHTS FOUND WANTING 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS ...............-+ 


ROYS REACH FOR RED STAR 


By Bert van Bedat 


2001 
Melbourne Knights 5 Fawkner Blues 1 
(Robert Carmignani 2, Xhezair Suleimani 2, 


‘ctorian soccer minnow Fitzroy City will live out 
a dream of playing Yugoslav giant Red Star 
Belgrade next month. Red Star will play the 
Roys at Heidelberg United’s ground at Olympic Village 
on Monday, February 5, 6pm. 

None is prouder than Fitzroy president Vaso Pitra, who 
aims to lift the Roys into the Victorian Premier League 
coming season. But first, there’s the Belgrade blockbuster 
to savour Red Star won the European championship in 1991 
and the Yugoslavian championship an impressive 2 times, 

In the Aussie comer is Fitzroy City, who has steadily 
tisen from third division State League in a confident display 
of progress and success. Last season it was promoted to 
State League division one, but it is light years away from 
the kind of international glory Red Star enjoys. 

“We'll field some NSL and Victorian Premier 
‘guest players to strengthen our team,” Pitra said, mindful of 
the huge playing gap between the two sides, 

Possible inclusions are NSL’s Eastem Pride goal keeper 
Bojo Jevdjevic and VPL players Danny Gajidic (Bullen), 
Doug Mladanovic (Bentleigh Greens), Jean-Paul Knezevic 
and Sash Nikolic (Port Melbourne). 

‘The Serbian league is in winter recess and although 
Belgrade,the capital city, is basking in relatively mild tem- 
peratures of between one and nine degrees Celcius, the Star 
has preferred to soak up a warmer climate and tour 
Australia to stay in form. 

Fitzroy will field an array of newly signed players, such 
as Ivan Filiposki (ex-Preston) and Klaus Bichler, David 
Tacovitti and Zoran Kitanovski (all ex-Melboume Raiders). 
Former Green Gully goal ‘keeper Chris Vella will be on the 
bench, if Jevdjevic occupies his space under the crossbar. 

Regulars will include Vlado Babic (ex-Bulleen), Dragan 
Jugovic (ex-Heidelberg), Anthony Burlac (ex-Preston) and 
brother Mick (ex-Springvale White Eagles) and Zlatko 
Mihalovic (ex-Port Melbourne), who all played for Fitzroy 
City last season. 

‘The team is coached by the experienced Dusan Kalesic. 
He also coached Melboume Raiders, Green Gully and 
Springvale, among a host of clubs, in a long coaching 
career, 

Fitzroy was promoted to division one last season, ahead 
of Whittlesea Stallions, who also clinched a berth in divi- 
sion one as runners-up, 

Pita said his club was bringing out two Serbian guest 
players, strikers Milko Djurovski and Dejan Tosic for the 
new season, starting in April. 

“Our goal is to gain promotion to the VPL next season,” 
Pitra said. “The friendly international against Red Star is a 
tremendous coup for us and an exciting test of our potential 
and capabilities.” 


(Acimovie 58, 75 penalty). 
By Allan Crisp 


lovenian international Milenko Acimovic 

scored two second half goals to steer Red Star 

to a 2-1 win over Adelaide City before a dis- 
appointing 4,236 crowd at Hindmarsh Stadium last 
Sunday night. 

City stirred memories of its great yesteryear friend- 
ly match wins over Dinamo Zagreb and Sheffield 
United when Brad Hassell shoved the home team into 
an eighth minute lead before proceeding to match its 
multi-honoured opponent for therest of the first half. 

Ace Red Star striker Goran Drulic, whose reported 
$30 million transfer to AC Milan is not yet a done deal, 
was well controlled by City’s super sweeper Ante 
Kovacevic. 

Hassell shocked the tourists with his calm finish 
after being sent away by Force skipper Aurelio Vidmar 
and it required some fine saves from Red Star and 
Yugoslav national goalkeeper Alex Kocic to deny 
Scott Tunbridge and Claudio Pelosi, 

Red Star captain Goran Bujevcevic was the only 
survivor from the first half as coach Slavoljub Muslin 
called on 10 fresh players from the start of the second 
half, while Zoran Matic introduced Kosta Salapasidis 
for Tunbridge and new SASI signing Iain Fyfe for 
Fabrizio Bucciarelli. 

Acimovic equalised for the former World Club 
champions with a 25 metre free kick and scored from 
a penalty kick in the 74th minute after Mihajlo 
Pjanovic was felled in the box. 

Red Star’s second half line-up produced a vastly 
improved showing, forcing City goalkeeper Adrian 
Cagalj into a series ofsuperb saves. 

Muslin said he was happy with his team’s perfor- 
mance, describing City as, “A very good team. 

“They play a good technical game. They ran a lot 
and gave us good preparation,” Muslin added. 

For good measure, Muslin, whose previous coach- 
ing assignments included guiding players of the calibre 
of Zinedine Zidane, David Ginola and Christophe 
Dugarry when he was with Brest, Bordeaux and Lens, 
said he was particularly impressed with Force players 
Claudio Pelosi, Aurelio Vidmaar and Kosta 
Salapasidis, 


By Bort van Bedaf 


‘elbourne Knights coach Vlado Vanis test- 

ed a fringe side and found his second 

tring wanting as it lost 2-0 to 

Macedonian first division club Pelister Bitola in a 

friendly international at Somers St last Sunday in 
front of an estimated 1,500 crowd. 

“I tried to give the young boys a mun today, but it is 
hard for me to bring them into the (senior) team. They 
didn't do anything extra. I didn't see them hungry. I 
can't work against myself and against the club,” Vanis 
said, 

Pelister had its first Melbourne outing last Friday 
night, beating Victorian Premier League club Preston 
1-0 at BT Connor Reserve in front of a similar size 
crowd - and the Lions looked a more creditable oppo- 
nent than the Knights team, who fumbled their way 
through 90 minutes of average football. 

Knights coach Vlado Vanis had decided to rest first 
team players and give his reserves charges a run. 

Missing were high fliers Andrew Marth, Lubo 
Lapsansky, Steve Horvat, Ransford Banini, Rody 
Vargas, Adrian Cervinski, Toto Da Costa, Joel Porter 
and Alex Kiratzoglou. 

It gave opportunities to Xhezair Sulemani, Anthony 
Pelikan, Dragi Nastevski, Ivan Razov, Ivan Zelic, Ivan 
Jolic, Anton Kovacic, Joey Rahjer and former captain 
Jason Vukadin. Zolten Zold missed out because of a 
knee injury and may need an operation. 

‘The only regulars in the side were Andy Vargas and 
"keeper Lou Acevski. Daniel Vasilevski, Ivan Jolic and 
Saso Ognenovski were also included. Youth player 
Jasko Sehic came off the bench in the second half. 

The rustiness and inexperience showed as the 
Knights missed scoring opportunities in both halves. 

Ilir Elmazovski struck a free-kick from outside the 
box to make it 1-0, It went round the wall and into the 
far right comer, putting Pelister a goal up at half-time. 

Pelister netted its second goal five minutes from the 
end, when Dejvi Glevevski drove the ball through the 
Knights defence from outside the box behind an out- 
stretched Acevski. 

The senior Knights will take on the Brisbane 
Strikers at home on Sunday at Spm. 
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Belconnen Devils 4 
Penrith Panthers 1 


By Graham Cooke 


elconnen Blue Devils 
recovered some of 


their early-season 
potency to beat Penrith 
Panthers 4-1 at the West 
Belconnen Sports Ground 
last Saturday. 

‘The result was a repeat of 
when the two teams met in 
Sydney on the opening day 
of the season, but the Devils 
still have some way to go to 
reproduce the form 
that took them to 
the top of the NSW 
Premier League in | 
the early rounds of 
the competition. 

For most of the === 
first half the Panthers 
matched their opponents and 
came back strongly for an 
equaliser after falling behind 


early on. 
But a goal by the league’s 
leading scorer, Steve 


Lazzari, two minutes into the 
second half, ended any seri- 
ous resistance and from then 
on it was just a matter of how 
many Belconnen would 
score. 

The fact they netted just 
two more after dominating 
the last half hour as com- 
pletely as they have in any 
game this season, has to be 
put down to a combination of 
poor finishing and 
desperate defend- 
ing by the Panthers 
for whom Ben 
| Wright was a sav- 
jour, kicking off 
the line three times 
after goalkeeper Chad Taylor 
had been beaten. 

The Devils slipped into 


WRAP-UP 


Canterbury-M’ville v 
St 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
produced a top-shelf perfor- 
mance to down St. George 2-0 
last Friday night, in the process 
avenging a voodoo held over 
them since the Saints were 
recalled to the State's top-flight. 


Belconnen v Penrith 
The Belconnen Blue Devils 
returned to the winners list with 
a solid 4-1 victory over bottom, 
placed Penrith Panthers at West 
Belconnen Sports Ground. 

The Blue Devils opened the 
scoring in the 16th minute when 
Scott Manson headed home. 
before Danny Hinton equalised 
for Penrith five minutes later. 

Belconnen scored twice 
early in the second half through 
Steve Lazzari and George 
Cattanach in the 47th and 58th 
minute respectively before 
Mark Jenkins wrapped up the 
scoring in the 92nd minute with 
a headed goal. 


Bonnyrigg got their Premier 
League season back on track 
with a convincing 2-0 win over 
the Central Coast at the Serbian 
Centre. 

For the home side, Michael 
Hawrysiuk got the scoreboard 
moying in the 16th minute 


yal with strike partner Darren 
Tocca chipping in for a third. 
‘The Tigers Jason Lal added 
to James Stubbs-Mills earlier 
goal just before half time, but 
when Matthew Borg was dis- 
missed shortly after, it was all 
uphill for the Tigers. Darren 
Tocca scored his second midway 
through the second half to put 
the game beyond the Tigers 
teach for a deserved Blacktown 


win, 


Parramatta Eagles v 
Sutherland 


‘The Parramatta Eagles were 
made to work hard’ to defeat the 
Sutherland Sharks on, Sunday at 
Melita Stadium, 

Tn the end, goals to Tom 
Bazdaric and Adam Anderson 
were enough to keep the Eagles 
within reach of league leaders 
Blacktown and leave the Sharks 
still looking for their first win. 


(AFTER Rounp 20) 


the lead after 15 minutes, 
Jaime Mauro curled a free 
kick in from a couple of 
metres outside the penalty 
area and Scott Manson rose 
bravely under severe pres- 
sure to head home. 
Six minutes later 
Penrith were back 
in the game as 
Mauro failed to con- 
trols lively striker 
broke clear to shoot past 
the exposed Anthony 


Giannasca. 

Lazzarri’s goal, stabbed 
into the net from close ranger 
off Leo Langone’s comer, 
was the turing point of the 
game. George Cattanach 
made it 3-1 after receiving 


Canterbury-M’ville 2 
(Amegashie 77m, 
Talcevski 86m) 
Belconnen 4 
(Manson 16m, 

Lazzari 47m, 

Cattanach 58m, 

Jenkins 92m) 
Bonnyrigg 2: 
(Hawrysiuk 16m, 

Ghisso 36m) 

Leichhardt Tigers 2 
(Stubbs-Mills 24m, 

Lal 41m) 

Parramatta Eagles 2 
(Bazdaric 78m, 
Anderson 90m) 


ROUND 10 


Danny Hinton who weg be in the position of 


on that in the last eight 


e RESULTS e- 


ROUND 10 


¢ TOP SCORERS « 
AFTER ROUND 10 


Player Club Goals 
Steve Lazzari BELCONNEN ll 
Darren Tocca BLACKTOWN 10 
Javier Mancino BONNYRIGG 6 
Danial Cummins PARRAMATTA EAGLE 6 
Matthew Borg LEICHHARDT 5 


the ball in the penalty area, 
taking it almost to the byline, 
then shooting past Taylor 
from a difficult angle. 

Finally Mark Jenkins was 
the man on the spot to head 

home a fine cross from 
Matt Jullienne in 
stoppage time. 
Devils coach Lino 
Fiorese said he was 
reasonably happy to 


having won half of the 
first 10 games. “It was my 
original target,” he said. “But 
if we can put a few little 
things right we can improve 


games and maybe get into 
the finals.’ 


St George 0 


Penrith 1 
(Hinton 21m) 


Central Coast 0 


Blacktown City 4 
(Aschner 27m & 39m, 
Tocca 29m & 62m) 
Sutherland Sharks 0 


Blacktown 


By Don ORegan 


lacktown City Demons 
notched up their 
eighth consecutive 
away win of the current sea- 
son when they downed 
Leichhardt Tigers 4-2 at 
Lambert Park last Sunday. 
In a thrilling game with 
chances galore, the City strik- 
ing partnership of Jimmy 
Aschner and Darren Tocca 
blew away the opposition with 
a brace of goals apiece. 
Boasting the best away 
form by far in the NSW 
Premier League, the Demons 
were rocked in the 24th minute 
when the Tigers took the lead 
through James Stubbs-Mills 
after Mark Hoenselaars cut the 
bali back from the line. 
However, Leichhardt’s joy 
was short lived against the 
feigning Premiers when City 
levelled the scores only three 
minutes later. Jason Connolly 
played an inch perfect ball to 
Ben Willard wide on the right 
who beat his man before firing 
in a low cross where the lurk- 
ing Aschner knocked in his 
first goal for the club. 
Only another two minutes 


NSW Premier League | 


; 


elapsed before Blacktown hit 
the front with Aschner the 
provider this time after receiv- 
ing the ball from his captain, 
Damon Langan. 

Following Willard’s exam- 
ple, Aschner also fired in a low 
cross and his lethal forward 
partner, Darren Tocea, made no 
mistake with his first goal in 


advantage in the 39th minute 
when a quick counter attack 
opened up the Leichhardt rear- 


Steve Riches, enjoying a 
powerful game on the left 
flank, robbed Zoki Adioski of 
the ball and fed it inside to Josh 
Maguire, the classy midfielder, 
making his first start for City 
after protracted negotiations 
with ace Romanian club Steau 
Bucharest, finally saw his 
clearance come through before 
last week's match - against 
Canterbury. Maguire played a 
delicate through ball . for 
Aschner to run onto, between 
two defenders, and, as the 
keeper raced from his line, the 
lithe front man coolly lobbed 
the ball over his head and into 
the net. 

Barely had the visiting sup- 
porters finished celebrating 
when the home team was back 
in the game, in the 41st minute. 

Connolly, taking too many 


touches when moving the ball 
‘out of Blacktown’s defence, 
Jost it to Hoenselaars who 
‘squared a pass to Jason Lal and 
he in tum slammed the ball 
home past the exposed John 
Crawley. 

Just as the Tigers thought 
they were still in with a 
chance, disaster struck just 
before the break when their 
gangly striker, Matthew Borg, 
was sent off by referee Greg 
Leverton for continually dis- 
puting his decisions. 

The second half opening 
was just as exciting as the first 
with the Tigers’ best player, 
Sam La Rocca, rattling the 
Demons’ crossbar in the 50th 
minute with a well hit volley 
from outside the area. 

A few minutes later and 
John Crawley had to look 
smart as dived low to his left to 
stop Vuko Tomasevic’s free- 
kick from crossing the line. 

The Demons finally 
knocked the spirit out of the 
home team in the 63rd minute 
when Riches, second only to 
midfield dynamo Paul Dee as 
Blacktown’s best performer, 
set up another goal. 

Once again he broke down a 
Leichhardt attack and motored 
down the left wing before 
crossing the ball for loca to 
head in his tenth goal of the 
season. 


NSW Premier 
League 


Www.nswpremierleague.com 


| ROUND RIM 


FRIDAY 26 JANUARY 


St George Saints v Leichhardt Tigers | ST GEORGE STADIUM 
First Grade: 8.00pm 


SATURDAY 27 JANUARY 
Sutherland Sharks v Belconnen Devils SEYMOUR SHAW 
First Grade: 6.30pm 


Under 19s: 6.00pm 


Under 19s: 4.30pm 


Central Coast v Canterbury M'ville 
Panrith Panthers v Bonnyrigg 
Blacktown v Parramatta Eagles 


Under 19s: 5.00pm 


PLUIM PARK 
ANDREWS ROAD PARK 
GABBIE STADIUM 


First Grade: 7.00pm 


Es w D L 
before Johnny Ghisso the 
chimed in when he a na a Blacktown City 10 8 Ze 40) 
36th minute strike following a Parramatta clolee 77 1 2 
oe eee Bonnyrigg LON See Sra Catch up with all the latest news on the 
Leichhardt v Canterbury 10 5 is 4 . = 

Blacktown City St George i aalier. NSW Premier League and other NSW Vokport 
ecAlieran unctais ain a Belconnen MG. 5,0 8 Soccer news Official clothing 
Demons went a goal down wd peeearee LS ete eee ®@ ‘Soccer Saturday’ on ce aaeiet 
were well outplayed, some Central Coast 10 4 Oo 6 2 
yon aoe ina i) ous Sutherland 10 Oo 5 9 Radio 2SER-FM (107.3) 
papier Penrith 10-0 Da2! cee ie “7 bea from 11am-12pm every Saturday 

The issue was put beyond + . 

ana Sent fe For further information see: www.nswpremierleague.com www.soccernsw.com.au 
hour from Jimmy Aschner who: : 


scored a brace before the inter- 
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FRIDAY, 2ND FEBRUARY 
Port Melb Sharks vs Bulleen Zebras 
U/21........6:15 Ist........8:15pm SSA 


SATURDAY, 3RD FEBRUARY 
Essendon vs South-Dandenong 


U/21.. ‘00 Ist 6:00pm ESS 
SUNDAY, 4TH FEBRUARY 
Heidelberg Utd vs Preston Lions 
U/21........5:00 1st........7:00pm OP. 
Altona East Phnx vs Altona Magic 
U/21.......4:00 Ist.......6:00pm PR 
Bentleigh Greens vs Fawkner Blues 
/21........4:00 ist........6:00pm KH 
St. Albans Saints vs Green Gully Cav 
U/21 ........4:00 ish 6:00pm CR 


SATURDAY, 10TH FEBRUARY 
Altona Magic vs Bentleigh Greens 


U21........5:00 1ST case 7:00pm PR 
South Dandenong vs Altona East Phnx 
U/21........4:00 1st........6:00pm GA 


SUNDAY, 11TH FEBRUARY 
Fawkner Blues vs Port Melb Sharks 
U/1........4:00 Ist........6:00pm CBS 


Green Gully Cav vs Heidelberg Utd 
U/21........5:00 


> 4st.......7:00pm GG 


Good Friday:.....+.- 
Easter Monday: . 


Anzac Day:;... 


Queen's Birthday: 


1% 


yo icele hereri ce B.T. Connor Reserve, Broadhurst Avenue, Reservolr, 
Melways Ref: 18-B2 
(CiSewe ime C.B. Smith Reserve, Jukes Road, Fawkner, 
Melways Ref: 17-G1 
Cheiieeocscuee Churchill Reserve, Fox Street, St. Albans, 
Melways Ref: 14-D10 
Epping Soccer Stadium, Harvest Home Road, Epping, 
Melways Ref: 182-C4 
(G(T raereerg cfosn 2 Green Gully Reserve, Green Gully Road, Kealba, 


Melways Ref: 14-E8 
(0) erectus acon Ah George Andrew Reserve, Trewin Street, South Dandenong, 
Melways Ref: 90-D11 
tis rete: petty Kingston Heath Soccer Complex, Centre Dandenong Road, 
Cheltenham, 
Melways Ref: 87-F2 
(0) eer Ree yo 6 Olympic Park, Catalina Street, West Heidelberg, 
Melways Ref: 19:D11 
[Pearse oreo oe Paisley Reserve, Mills Road, North Altona, 
Melways Ref: 55-C5 
Sle aah ao ato ae S.S. Anderson Reserve, Plummer Street, Port Melbourne, 
Melways Ref: 56-K1 
(Cee ot tic Seder s Veneto Club, Bulleen Road, Bulleen, 
Melways Ref: 32-D9 KS 
Ie eM mets A cig ae Knights Stadium, Somers Street, North Sunshine, 


Map Ref: 27-A6 


eee 13th April 2001 


Orthodox Easter: ....... 
eeeeeeeeeees» 25th April 2001 
Premier League Finals: 22nd July / 29th July / 5th August 


VPL GRAND FINAL: 12TH AUGUST 2001 


weeeeeeees L1th June 2001 
Gold Medal Night:........... 6th August 2001 


Preston Lions vs Essendon 
U/21........4:00 1st........6:00pm BTC 


MONDAY, 12TH FEBRUARY 
Bulleen Zebras vs St. Albans Saints 
U/21..,.....6:15 1S Soot 8:15pm 


vc 


FRIDAY, 16TH FEBRUARY 
_ Port Melb Sharks vs Altona Magic 
ut 6:15 1st........8:15pm SSA 


SATURDAY, 17TH FEBRUARY 
Essendon vs Heidelberg Utd 
U/21........4:00 Ist.......6:00pm ESS 


SUNDAY, 18TH FEBRUARY. 
Altona East Phnx vs Preston Lions 
u/2t 4:00 1st........6:00pm PR 
Bentleigh Greens vs South Dandenong 
U/21 .......4:00 Tst........6:00pm KH 
St. Albans Saints vs Fawkner Blues 
Uf21.......4:00 . —1St........6:00pm 


CR 


MONDAY, 19TH FEBRUARY 
Bulleen Zebras vs Green Gully Cav 
Uf21........8:15 Ist.......8:15pm VC 


ROUND 4 


FRIDAY, 23RD FEBRUARY 
Altona Magic vs St. Albans Saints 


U/21........ 6:15 1st........8:15pm PR 


. . 16th April 2001 
. . 15th April 2001 


..... 3rd June 2001 
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Heidelberg Utd vs Altona East Phnx 
u/at........6:15 fst.......8:15pm OP 
SATURDAY, 24TH FEBRUARY 
South Dandenong vs Port Melb Sharks 
U/21........4:00 Ist.......6:00pm GA 


SUNDAY, 25TH FEBRUARY 
Fawkner-Blues vs Bulleen Zebras 


U/21........4:00 Ist........6:00pm CBS 
Green Gully Cav vs Essendon 
U/21........5:00 1St........7:00pm GG 


Preston Lions vs Bentleigh Greens 
U221.......4:00 1st........6:00pm BTC 


FRIDAY, 2ND MARCH 
Port Melb Sharks vs Preston Lions 
u/2t........ 6:15 Ist.......8:15pm SSA 


SUNDAY, 4TH MARCH 
Altona East Phnx vs Essendon 
U/21........3:00 Ist........5;00pm 
Bentleigh Greens vs Heidelberg Utd 
U/21........3:00 Ist..,.....5:00pm — KH 
St. Albans Saints vs South Dandenong 
U/21........3:00 Ist........5:00pm CR 
Fawkner Blues vs Green Gully Cav 
U/2T 0.008 3:00 ist........5:00pm CBS 


PR 


MONDAY, 5TH MARCH 
___ Bullen Zebras vs Altona Magic 
U/21........6:15 dst ......8:15pm VC 


ROUND G 


SATURDAY, 10TH MARCH 
Altona Magic vs Fawkner Blues 
U/21........5:00 tst.......7:00pm PR 
South Dandenong vs Bulleen Zebras 
U/21........3:00 1st .....5:00pm GA 
Essendon vs Bentleigh Greens 
U/21........3:00 1st .....5:00pm ESS 


SUNDAY, 11TH MARCH 
Green Gully Cav vs Altona East Phnx 
21s... 5:00 ist ......7:00pm GG 
Preston Lions vs St. Albans Saints 
U/21........3:00 ist .....5:00pm BIC 
Heidelberg Utd vs Port Melb Sharks 
U/21........5:00 Ist ......7:00pm OP 


ROUND 7 


FRIDAY, 16TH MARCH 
Port Melb Sharks vs Essendon 
U/21........6:15 Ist .....8:15pm SSA 
SATURDAY, 17TH MARCH 
Altona Magic vs Green Gully Cav 
U/21........! 5:00 1st .....7:00pm PR 


SUNDAY, 18TH MARCH 
Bentleigh Greens vs Altona East Phnx 
U/21 0.045 3:00 Ist ......5:00pm KH 
St. Albans Saints vs Heidelberg Utd 
U21........3:00 1st ......5:00pm - CR 
Fawkner Blues vs South Dandenong 
U/21........ 3:00 Ist......5:00pm CBS 


MONDAY, 19TH MARCH 
Bulleen Zebras vs Preston Lions 
U/21........6:15 1st ......8:15pm VC 


VICTORIAN PREMIER 


ROUND & 


SATURDAY, 24TH MARCH 
South Dandenong vs Altona Magic 
U/21........1:00 18U, ne 3:00pm GA 
Essendon vs St. Albans Saints 


U/2i. 00 1st.......8:00pm ESS 


SUNDAY, 25TH MARCH 
Green Gully Cav vs Bentleigh Greens 
U/21........5:00 1st........7:00pm GG 


Preston Lions vs Fawkner Blues 
Ufat........1:00 ist........3:00pm BTC 


Heidelberg Utd vs Bulleen Zebras 

U/21........5:00 1st.......7:00pm OP 
Altona East Phnx vs Port Melb Sharks 

U/21.....44..1:00 fst........3:00pm PR 


ROUND 9 


FRIDAY, 30TH MARCH 
~ Port Melb Sharks vs Bentleigh Greens 


U/21 .......6:15 1st........8:15pm SSA 
SATURDAY, 31ST MARCH 
Altona Magic vs Preston Lions 
U/21........ 5:00 Ist.......7:00pm PR 


South Dandenong vs Green Gully Cav 
U/2i 00 Ist........5:00pm GA 


SUNDAY, 1ST APRIL 
St. Albans Saints vs Altona East Phnx 


U/2t........3:00 ist.......5:00pm CA 
Fawkner Blues vs Heidelberg Utd 
U/21 ......01:00 ist........3:00pm CBS 
MONDAY, 2ND APRIL 
Bulleen Zebras vs Essendon 
U/at........6:15 tst........8:15pm VC 


ROUND 


SATURDAY, 7TH APRIL 
Essendon vs Fawkner Blues 
U/21........1:00 ist.......3.00pm ESS 
SUNDAY, 8TH APRIt. 
Green Gully Cav vs Port Melb Sharks 
U/21........4:00 1si 6:00pm GG 
Preston Lions vs South Dandenong 


U/21..1:00 — Mst........3:00pm BTC 
Altona East Phnx vs Bulleen Zebras 
U/21 .......1:00 1st........3:00pm PR 
Bentleigh Greens vs St. Albans Saints 
G2 ies 1:00 1st........3:00pm KH 
Heidelberg Utd vs Altona Magic 
U/21........3:00 Tst....... 5:00pm OP 


MONDAY, 16TH APRIL (EASTER MONDAY) 
St. Albans Saints vs Port Melb Sharks 
U/21........1:00 Ist........3:00pm CR 


SATURDAY, 21ST APRIL 


LEAGUE 2001 DRAW 


SUNDAY, 22ND APRIL 
Fawkner Blues vs Altona East Phnx 


v21..2 1:00 ist........3:00pm CBS 
Altona Magic vs Essendon 
WAL ose 1:00 Ist.......3:;00pm = PR 


Green Gully Cav vs Preston Lions 
W21.......4:00 Ist.......6:00pm GG 


MONDAY, 23RD APRIL 
Bulleen Zebras vs Bentleigh Greens 
Bik 6:15 18 8:15pm VC 


SATURDAY, 28TH APRIL 
South Dandenong vs Essendon 


Wat. 200 Ist........3:00pm 


GA 


Altona Magic vs Altona East Phnx 
YP2T os0..5:00, 1st........7:00pm 


PR 


SUNDAY, 29TH APRIL 
Preston Lions vs Heidelberg Utd 
:00 


U/21...... 


200 


Green Gully Cay vs St. Albans Saints 
U/21........4:00 Ist........6:00pm GG 


MONDAY, 30TH APRIL 
Bulleen Zebras vs Port Melb Sharks 
u/21. 15 Ist.......8:15pm VC 


SATURDAY, 5TH MAY 
Port Melb Sharks vs Fawkner Blues 
/21........1:00 Ist........3:00pm SSA 
Essendon vs Preston Lions 
U/21........1:00 1st........3:00pm ESS 


SUNDAY, 6TH MAY 
St. Albans Saints vs Bulleen Zebras 


U/21.........1:00 1st.......3:00pm KS 
Bentleigh Greens vs Altona Magic 
U/21.........1:00 BPs o3:: 3:00pm = KH 


Altona East Phnx vs South Dandenong 
U/21........1:00 1st........3;00pm PA 
Heidelberg Utd vs Green Gully Cav 
Uf21........3:00 ist...,....5:00pm OP 


ROUND 14 


SATURDAY, 12TH MAY 
South Dandenong vs Bentleigh Greens 


ie. 1:00 Ist........3:00pm GA 
SUNDAY, 13TH MAY 
Heidelberg Utd vs Essendon 
u/21........3:00 Ist.......5:00pm OP 


Preston Lions vs Altona East Phnx 
U/21........1:00 Ist........3:00pm BTC 
Fawkner Blues vs St. Albans Saints 
1:00 1s 3:00pm CBS 

Green Gully Cav vs Bulleen Zebras 
U/21........4:00 1st........6:00pm 


u/21 


GG 


MONDAY, 14TH MAY 
Altona Magic vs Port Melb Sharks 


U/21.......6:15 Ist.......8:15pm PR 


t 


SATURDAY, 19TH MAY 
Port Melb Sharks vs South Dandenong 


U/21........1:00 Ist ......3:00pm SSA 
Essendon vs Green Gully Cav 
U/21........1:00 Ist ......3:00pm ESS 


SUNDAY, 20TH MAY 
St. Albans Saints vs Altona Magic 
ats 1:00 ist ......3:00pm KS 
Bentleigh Greens vs Preston Lions 
U/21........1:00 1st ......3:00pm KH 
Altona East Phnx vs Heidelberg Utd 
U/21........1:00 1st ......3:00pm PR 


MONDAY, 21ST MAY 
Bullen Zebras vs Fawkner Blues 
U/21........6:15 Ist ......8:15pm VC 


ROUND 16 


SATURDAY, 26TH MAY 
Essendon vs Altona East Phnx 
U/21........1:00 ist ......3:00pm ESS 


South Dandenong vs St. Albans Saints 
U221 0..0...1:00 1st ......3:00pm GA 


Altona Magic vs Bulleen Zebras 
U/21........5:00 Ist ......7:00pm PR 


SUNDAY, 27TH MAY 
Heidelberg Utd vs Bentleigh Greens 
ee 00 Ist .....5:00pm OP 


Preston Lions vs Port Melb Sharks 
U1... 


Green Gully Cav vs Fawkner Blues 
U/21........4:00 1st .....6:00pm GG 
Catch-Up Round Weekend 


Sunday, 3rd June 
(NSL Grand Final - No Matches Scheduled) 


ROUND 17 


SUNDAY, 10TH JUNE 

Fawkner Blues vs Altona Magic 

O72F.......23 1:00 Ist ......3:00pm CBS 
Altona East Phnx vs Green Gully Cav 
U/21........1:00 Ist ......3:00pm PR 
St. Albans Saints vs Preston Lions 

U/21.........1:00 1st ......3:00pm KS 

Bentleigh Greens vs Essendon 
U/21 .....4..1:00 Ist ......3:00pm KH 


MONDAY, 11TH JUNE 
Bullen Zebras vs South Dandenong 
U/21.. 15 Ist ......8:15pm VC 
Port Melb Sharks vs Heidelberg Utd 
WAT 5.004.100 Ist .,....3:00pm SSA 


ROUND 18 


SATURDAY, 16TH JUNE 
Essendon vs Port Melb Sharks 
U/21......1:00 ist .....3:00pm ESS 


South Dandenong vs Fawkner Blues 
u21........1:00 Ist ......3:00pm GA 


SUNDAY, 17TH JUNE 
Altona East Phnx vs Bentleigh Greens 
U/28 21:00 1st......3:00pm PR 
Heidelberg Utd vs St. Albans Saints 
U/21........3:00 1st ......5:00pm OP 
Preston Lions vs Bulleen Zebras 


U/21........1:00 1st ......3:00pm BTC 
Green Gully Cav vs Altona Magic 
U/21........4:00 1st ......6:00pm GG 


ROUND 19 


SUNDAY, 24TH JUNE 
Altona Magic vs South Dandenong 
U2 1:00 1st ......3:00pm PR 
Bentleigh Greens vs Green Gully Cav 
U/21 1:00 Ist OOpm .. KH 
‘awkner Blues vs Preston Lions 
U/21........1:00 Ist ......3:00pm CBS 
St. Albans Saints vs Essendon 
U/24 eae 1:00 Ist ......3:00pm KS 
Port Melb Sharks vs Altona East Phnx 
U/21........3:00 Ist ......5:00pm SSA 


MONDAY, 25TH JUNE 
Bulleen Zebras vs Heidelberg Uid 
U/21 6:15 1st .......8:15pm VC 


ROUND 20 


FRIDAY, 29TH JUNE 
Essendon vs Bulleen Zebras 
U/21........ 6:15 1st ......8:15pm ESS 
SUNDAY, 1ST JULY 
Bentleigh Greens vs Port Melb Sharks 
U/21.........1:00 1st ...:..3:00pm KH 
Altona East Phnx vs St. Albans Saints 
U/21........1:00 1st ......3:00pm PR 
Heidelberg Utd vs Fawkner Blues 
U/21........3:00 Ist ......5:00pm OP 


Preston Lions vs Altona Magic 
U/21........1:00 1st ......3:00pm BTC 


Green Gully Cav vs South Dandenong 


SATURDAY, 7TH JULY 
South Dandenong vs Preston Lions 
U/21........1:00 Ist .....3:00pm GA 


SUNDAY, 8TH JULY j 
Port Melb Sharks vs Green Gully Cav 


P28 oso...3:00 1st ......5:00pm SSA 
Fawkner Blues vs Essendon 
Uf21........1:00 ist ......3:00pm CBS 


St. Albans Saints vs Bentleigh Greens 
U/a1......... 1:00, ist ......3:00pm KS 
Altona Magic vs Heidelberg Utd 
U/21........4:00 1st ......3:00pm PR 


MONDAY, 9TH JULY 
Bulleen Zebras vs Altona East Phnx 
ui iby tst.......8:15pm VC 


SUNDAY, 15TH JULY 
Port Melb Sharks vs St. Albans Saints 
U/21........1:00 ist ......3:00pm SSA 
Bentleigh Greens vs Bulleen Zebras 


U/21........1:00 Ist.......3:00pm KH 
Altona East Phnx vs Fawkner Blues 
U/21........4:00 1st ......3:00pm PR 
Essendon vs Altona Magic 


W221 ...1....1:00 Ist......3:00pm ESS 
Heidelberg Utd vs South Dandenong 
U/21........1:00 Ist ......3:00pm OP 
Preston Lions vs Green Gully Cav 
U/21........1:00 Ist ......3:00pm BTC 


Green Gully: Defending Champions after winning the 2000 Victorian Premier League . 
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eportivo Coruna’s Djalminha 

is currently sitting out a two 

match ban following a series of 
incidents at the end of last weeks 
Spanish first division match against 
Valencia. 

The Brazilian midfielder, also fined 
150,000 pesetas ($846), was involved in 
a running battle with Valencia defender 
David Abelda during the match and at 
‘one point appeared to elbow his opponent 
in the face. 

Af the end of the match, which 
Deportivo won 2-0, Djalminha had a 
blazing on-pitch row with teammate 
Victor who had tried to prevent a further 
incident between the Brazilian and 
Abelda. 

According to the referee’s report, the 
pair had to be separated after Djalminha 
apparently tried to hit Victor in the play- 
ers’ tunnel. 

Djalminha missed Sunday’s league 
match against Malaga and will sit out this 
week’s match against Athletic Bilbao. 


Djalminha: Currently sitting out a 
» two match ban. 


is St Germain have 
secured the services 
of Brazilian interna- 
tional striker Ronaldinho 
Gaucho on a five-year con- 
tract. 

The French first division 
side said the 20-year-old 
prodigy, regarded as one of 
the best young players in 
Brazil, will join them from 
Gremio of Porto Alegre for 
the 2001-2002 season. No 
transfer fee was disclosed. 

PSG, who are having a 
poor season and are 11th in 
the 18-team division, had 
been tracking Ronaldinho - 
full name Ronaldo de Assis 
Moreira — for several 
weeks, 

Fast and a noted finisher, 
Ronaldinho was a member of 
the Brazil team that won the 
World Under-17 title in 
Egypt in 1997 and made his 
full international debut in 
1999 against Latvia, 

He scored a wonder goal 
against Venezuela in the 
1999 Copa America that pro- 
yoked comparisons with for- 


mer Brazilian 
Garrincha. 
Ronaldinho, whose name 
means “little Ronaldo”, had 
been a target for several 
other leading European 
clubs, including Barcelona 
and Inter Milan. 

PSG hope he will form a 
formidable striking partner- 
ship with their French inter- 
national forward Nicolas 
Anelka. 

He will become the latest 
in a long line of Brazilians to 
play for PSG, including Rai, 
Ricardo and Leonardo, as 
well as current first-team for- 
ward Christian. 

‘He was one of the stars of 
Brazil’s victory in the 1999 
Copa America and finished 
as top. scorer in the 1999 
Confederations (up, scoring 
six goals. 

He was also member of 
Brazil’s squad for last year’s 
Sydney Olympic Games 
tournament. 

PSG have splashed out on 
several big names this season 
but their form has slumped 


great 


Ronaldinho: Off to the French capital. 


over the past few months and 


was sacked and replaced by 


they are now in the bottom Luis Fernandez, but the 


half of the table. 


Coach Philippe Bergeroo 


results have not improved. 


GUNNERS SIGN BERGKAMP 
FOR Two MORE YEARS 


utch forward Dennis 

Bergkamp ended months of 

specuiation about his future 
by signing a two-year extension to, 
his contract with Arsenal. 

The 31-year-old, capped 79 times 
by his country, will stay at Highbury 
until 2003. 

“It's always been my intention to 
stay. The fans and the everyday folk 
around the club have convinced me to 
stay,” he said. 

“This will almost certainly be the 
last cofitract I sign which means I'll 
be finishing my career at Arsenal.” 

Bergkamp joined Arsenal in 1995 
from Inter Milan and was a key mem- 
ber of the side that won the Premier 
League and FA Cup in 1998, although 
he missed the FA Cup final through 
injury. 

But he has spent much of this sea- 
son overshadowed by the form of top 
scorer Thierry Henry and his fear of 
flying prevents him playing in many 
away games in the Champions 
League. 

Bergkamp has made 21 appear- 
ances this season, scoring two goals, 
and a breakdown in negotiations over 
a contract extension prompted 
tumours he was on his way out of 
Highbury. 


Bergkamp complained the club had 
shown him a “total lack of respect” 
when negotiations began last October 
and he said he believed he was being 
frozen out. 

“T ve stayed for the right reasons — 


: Two more years at Highbury. 
because I love playing for Arsenal,” quite emotional. I don’t mean to 
he said. “I’ve been here for nearly six sound melodramatic, but when people 
years now and had some great times. _ say that I'm really important and val- 
“Some of the sentiments that peo- _ ued here it’s quite touching.” 
ple have’ offered me have made me 
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VAN NISTELROOY BACK 
AFTER NINE MONTH LAY OFF 


sv Eindhoven 
Pi Ruud van 

Nistelrooy resumed 
training last week after a 
nine-month lay-off and 
expressed cautious opti- 
mism that he could return 
to action this season. 

The 24-year-old was 
back at PSV’s training 
ground for a series of inten- 
Sive sprints, although he did 
not take part in the squad 
session. 

“I feel good. I’ve not 
done everything — no con- 
tact for example. The idea 
is that in the next three to 
four weeks I'd be able to 
rejoin the group,” Van 
Nistelrooy told Dutch tele- 
vision, 

He added: “The last 
match is at the end of May. 
It’s certainly the plan to be 
back before then, although I 
can’t say exactly when.” 


Ruud van Nistelrooy: 
Back on the training 
pitch after a long 
lay off. 

Van Nistelrooy saw a 
proposed 18.5 million 
pound ($27.2 million) 
transfer to Manchester 
United fall through after he 


injured his right knee in 
March. The deal was put on 
ice after he failed to satisfy 
United doctors about his 
fitness. 

PSV insisted their player 
was fit, but Van Nistelrooy 
subsequently broke down 
in training in April, doing 
further damage to his 
injured ligament. 

United invited the player 
to train in Manchester in 
October as the English 
champions looked to refloat 
the failed transfer, but PSV 
chairman Harry van Raaij 
slammed the deal “too mad 
for words”. 

Yan Nistelrooy, who 
appeared to have forced his 
way into the Dutch national 
squad, was only able to sit 
and watch the Euro 2000 
championship in the sum- 
mer, 


@ 


° 


YORKE TO QUIT 
IF TRINIDAD FAIL 


football if Trinidad and 
Tobago fail to qualify for 
the 2002 World Cup. 

“T think this is my last 


chance. If we don't qualify F ° 


The final series of quali- 
fying games to decide the 
three CONCACAF repre- 
sentatives for the finals in 
Japan and South Korea 
begine next month, 


fixture is against Jamatea on 
February 28, will challenge 
for one of the coveted posi- 
tions in round-robin tour- 
nament along with the U.S, 
Costa Rica, Honduras and 
Mexico. 


eo 


BOCA TURN DOWN 
KEEPER CHILAVERT 


rgentine club Boca Juniors said 

they had turned down a chance to 

fiery Paraguayan goalkeeper 

Jose Luis Chilavert, who is at odds with his 
new French team Strasbourg. 

"There was an offer for Chilavert to come 

to Boca but nothing like that's going to hap- 


pen," a club official said. 


The goalscoring goalkeeper, who joined 
Strasbourg from Argentine side Velez 
Sarsfield last year, has disappointed so far for 
French first division side Strasbourg. 

Chilavert conceded nine goals in six first- 
team appearances before the winter break and 
then refused to be a substitute in a game at 


Bastia. 


In November, Boca beat Real Madrid to 
win the Intercontinental Cup, the annual 
meeting of the champions of Europe and 


South America. 


closed fee. 
The 22-year-old, whose 


Dande Gaspar, also quali- 
fies for 3 Portuguese pass- 
port through his father and 
has been cleared to work in 
Britain by the European 
Union, 

Arsenal thought they 
had signed him in July for 
6 million pounds but he 
was refused entry at 
‘Heathrow Airport because. 
he was carrying a false 
passport. 


ARSENAL SIGN EDU 
ARS 


fielder Edu for an undis- 


"We are naturally 
Pleased to have eventually 
signed Edu," manager 
Arsene Wenger told the 
club's official website. 


“He is a huge talent with 
great: potential who. will 
add strength to our squad. 


Jose Luis Chilavert: Not moving to 


Boca Juniors. 


"He proved in his time 
with Corinthians that he is 
a versatile midfielder with 
fantastic ability who will 
give us an extra dimen- 
Son" 

Edu has been associated 
with Corinthians since he 
was five, winning Wo: 
Brazilian championships 
and fast year’s World Club 

"T have had some won- 
derful years. «swith 
Corinthians but am now 
relishing the prospect of 
playing with Arsenal and 
also my friend and former 
team mate Silvinho,” be 
said. 


oberto Mancini has 
sted that finan- 

| gain was not his 
motive for joining 
Leicester City. 

Sven Goran Eriksson's 
former assistant at Lazio 
claimed his arrival at Filbert 
Street owed much to his 
being overlooked as the new 
England manager's successor 
by the Rome club, 

"Gianluca Vialli advised 
me to come here,” said the 
36-year-old former team- 
mate of Vialli with 
Sampdoria and Italy. "He 
says English football is a lot 
of fun, he loves it over here. 
Money has nothing to do 
with it, 


Roberto Mancini: While 
at Lazio. 


PALERMO BRINGS SPANISH 
TOWN TO A STANDSTILL 


rgentine interna- 
tional striker 
Martin Palermo 
brought the — small 


Mediterranean town of 
Villarreal to a virtual 
standstill last week as he 
was paraded in front of 
around 10,000 fans at the 
club's Madrigal stadium. 

The player, who complet- 
ed a lap of honour in the 
team’s yellow and blue strip 
bearing his name and the 
number 23, was given a 
riotous reception. 

Earlier Palermo gave a 
press conference to a pack of 
reporters who had tracked 
his every move since his 
arrival, 

"This is a dream come 


true,” he said. “I always 
wanted to play in Europe and 
now I am here in Spain and 
all 1 can think about is play- 
ing for Villarreal. 

“For me the real challenge 
is to succeed here...and help 
make the team a great one. I 
just hope we can gain one of 
the country’s important 
titles.” 

The signing of a player 
who has become a cult hero 
in Argentina and has been on 
the agenda of a host of 
Europe's top clubs has been a 
major transfer coup for a 
team that has only played 
two seasons in Spain's top 
flight. 

Palermo, who scored the 
two goals that sealed Boca's 


es 
Martin Palermo: Blg move to Villarreal. 


2-1 victory over Real Madrid 
in the World Club Cup in 
Tokyo at the end of 
November, has signed a four- 
and-a-half year contract. 
Boca midfielder Gustavo 
Barros Schelotto was also 
presented with his more 
illustrious team mate. They 


form part of a deal reported- 
ly worth 2,000 million pese- 
tas ($11.28 million), 

The club announced that it 
has arranged a friendly 
against French champions 
Monaco this Wednesday, 
when the players will make 
their debuts. 


MANCINI NOT IN 
IT FOR THE MONEY 


ABSW's journalist Ri Richard Kreider (left) with Roberto Mancini whilst on tour in 


"T'll play for Leicester for 
fun. Beyond that, I am eager 
to learn a new language and 
discover a new culture. 

"In June I'll wait and see if 
any Italian clubs are interest- 
ed in me, but at that point it 
will be only as a coach. My 
career as a player will end 
with Leicester.” 

Mancini will become one 
of the oldest players to make 
a Premiership debut. 

You get the feeling that 
behind the desire to experi- 
ence what his friend Vialli 
has sampled, Mancini would 
rather stili be involved at 
Rome's Olympic Stadium if 
Dino Zoff hadn't been cho- 
sen ahead of him by Lazio 
owner Sergio Cragnotti. 

"The truth is that I left 
Lazio a week ago and I'm 


Australia with Sampdoria in 1996, 


already bored,” 
Mancini. 

~"I've spent time with my 
family, played around with 
my kids, but it's not easy for 
someone like me, who has 
spent 24 years in football, to 
sit around and do nothing, It 
feels strange, 

"I would have wanted to 
manage Lazio because I 
know the players very well, I 
know the strength and weak- 
nesses of the side. I don't 
know and I don't want to 
know why Cragnotti chose 
Zoff and not me. And I don't 
want to talk about it. 

"Whatever I say could be 
misinterpreted. Cragnotti 
and I left each other as 
friends. And one day I would 
love to be back as manager. 

"Resigning from Lazio 


added 


was an impulsive gesture, 
but Cragnotti did give me a 
chance to change my mind. I 
remain convinced, though, 
that when a manager leaves it 
is only right that his assis- 
tants should leave as well.” 

The timing could also 
have been more convenient 
for Taylor, who admitted he 
would have preferred a 
match-fit Mancini. 

"I know Roberto's ability 
and [ know from Tord Grip 
and Syen Goran Eriksson 
how fit he is. They told me 
he was still one of the fittest 
players at Lazio. 

"It's not‘an ideal situation 
and I'd love to be taking a 
Roberto Mancini who had 
played every game this sea- 


TOTTI TO STAY 
WITH ROMA 


S Roma and 
Italian _ striker 
Francesco Totti 


says he will stay with the 
Ttalian league leaders but 
wants greater protection 
from Serie A defenders 
who he claims are target- 
ing him. 

Negotiations on an 
extension to Totti's current 
deal with Roma have been 
going on for months but the 
player said a deal will be 
signed shortly. 

"Everything is in place 
and everyone can be calm. 
I'm just waiting for the 
call," Totti told Italian 
newspapers. 

Italian media have sug- 
gested the new deal will 
keep him at Roma until the 
end of the 2004/2005 sea- 
son. 

Totti’s performances in a 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JANUARY 23, 2001 


tole behind strikers Marco 
Delvecchio and Gabriel 
Batistuta have been a key 
part of Roma's success this 
season, but the 24-year-old 
says he is growing tired of 
the close attention of oppo- 
sition defenders. 

“Against Bari (last 
Sunday) I stayed calm for 
the whole match. After fifty 


Francesco Totti: Will 
Stay in the Italian 
capital, 


fouls I told the referee to 
put an end to it. (Bari coach 
Eugenio) Fascetti put three 
men to mark me and they 
followed me everywhere, 
even when I went across to 
the bench to talk with my 
coach," said Totti. » 

“Tt is not possible to play 
football in this manner - it 
is absurd, I go on the field 
to entertain the crowd and 
to contribute to a spectacle 
but I am unable to tolerate. 
certain acts, The referees 
have to protect playmakers. 
Some people react to it alf 
but I am not one of them. 

"I think certain players 
need greater protection 
from referees. It is not easy 
to play with the ball when 
there are forty fouls on you 
in a match. The marking 
against me last Sunday was 
a disgrace." 


the increasing numbers of foreign players in the 
domestic 

Last year’s Inter side was virtually a “spot the Italian’ 
contest, much the same way Chelsea had ‘spot the 
Englishman’ in theit suirting lineup. 

Foreign players were only allowed back into the Serie A 
in 1980. Then it was one player per team for the 1980/8) 
season. 5 

Juventus for instance signed the brillisnt Irishman from 
Arsenal, Liam Brady. Brady was very successful at Juve 
and he also played for Sampdoria, Inter and Ascoli in Italy. 

‘Two years later, after the 1982 World Cup in Spain, the 
number of foreigners wis increased i two players per team. 
Javentus sold Brady to Sampdoria and bought the outstand- 
ing Frenchman, Miche! Platini, and Poland’s Zibhy Bonick. 

What @ team Juventus were in those days because, 
besides Platini and Bonick. six out of the eleven starters for 
Italy in the final in Spain against West Germany were Juve 
players: Dino Zoff, Claudio Gentile, Antonio Cabrini, 
Marco Tardelli, Gactano Scirea and Puolo Rossi. 

Some time during the 1980's it was increased to three 
foreigners per team. The brilliant Dutch trio, Rusd Gullit, 
Marco van Basten’and Frank Rijkaard, at AC Milan come 
teadily to mind. Also their cross-town rivals Inter had three 
‘outstanding German talents: Lothar Matthaus, Juergen 
Klinsmann and Andreas Brehme, 

However, times have certainly changed since then! 
Sometimes now i is hard 10 recognise who are the local and 
who are the foreigners. 

Many national couches haye said that it may effect the 
quality of their respective national teams, that is, they would 
be weaker because the local players were not getting the 


Tequiredopportunities, 
Jt is inand to say bot in the long run this theory may have 
substance. 


some 
‘The complex European Union laws. regarding player 
transfers, which FIFA are currently looking at, is the reason 
for the astounding number foreigners in the Serie A, as well 
‘as other leagues such as the English Premier League. 
The law of the land is too powerful for football. The 
famous “Bosman uling’ opened up new doors for players in 


Europe. 

While the ruling was beneficial for the individual plying 
his/her trade, it is now turning out to be a nightmare for the 
foothall auisonties: So what can be done? The answer is 
clearly not much, except to wait and see what FIFA and the 
EU come up with. 

Personally, I would like to revert to three foreigners per 
team irmespective of where they came from, as was the case 
in the late 80's. However, this is not at all possible. 

{is an issue that Italian football must deal with if it is t0 
somehow achieve s balance between giving local players it 
fair chanice and giving foreign players their rights under 
Buropean law. 

Some players have become so desperate to become 
“European” citizens that they are drawing on parentage, 
oficn-dating back generations, to obtain a Europcar pass- 
port, 


‘That European passport is the key to playing in some of 
the best leagues in the world. However, with a non-EU pass- 
port, golden opportunities may be closed, 

‘With such great emphasis on obtaining EU passports, the 
development of the false passports market may be flounsh- 
ing, Players have been caught at airports with false pass~ 
ports and when the scands! has come to light, the clubs have 
washed their hands clear. 

{t is hard to believe that a club, suich as Udinese in the 
Serie A, would sign a player without having done all the rel- 
‘evant checks. Two of their players last year were caught in 
Poland with false passports when the club_was arriving for 
a UEFA Cup match. 
~ Italian authorities are still investiguting that case and oth- 
rs, but it is clear that there are a lot of desperate players 
who are prepared lo resort to such measures in order to play 


mn . 

The only way that the problem may be overcome is for 
the football authorities to accept only ope nationality per 
player- the country for whom they play for at international 
level is their nationality. No dual nationalities should be 
‘accepted. ae. 


This would certainly harm the careers of many 
‘Australian players in Europe but it is the only way to go at 
the moment, The niles are fur too “flexible” in their current 
wate, 
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ATALANTA 0 


FIORENTINA 0 
talanta ended a run of 
three consecutive 

league defeats, but have 

still not scored in their last 
four matches. 

Fiorentina extended their 
unbeaten run to seven 
games with their seventh 
draw of the season after a 
difficult week in which 
their coach announced he 
would leave at the end of 
the season. 


Bottom of the table Bari 
came from behind to win for 
only 

the third time in 15 league 
matches, Francesco Cozza 
gave Reggina the lead in the 
27th minute, but Bari 
defender Duccio Innocenti 
equalised with a strike from 
inside the box 10 minutes 
later. 

A well-taken penalty from 
Daniel Anderrson gave Bari 
the victory 10 minutes from 
time. It was Reggina’s first 
league defeat after three 
straight wins, 


AC MILAN 3 
AS ROMA 2 


eague leaders AS Roma 

lost for only the second 
time in 15 league games. 
Brazilian Leonardo opened 
the scoring for Milan after 
three minutes with a beauti- 
fully- taken free kick, 

Ukrainian international 
Andriy Shevchenko also 
took advantage of a disor- 
ganised Roma defence to 
score twice in the first half, 
bringing his league leading 
total to 13 goals. 


Roma captain Francesco 
Totti scored just before half- 
time and added a second 
from the penalty spot four 
-minutes from the end to 
bring his total to nine goals 
for the season. 

Roma remain top of the 
table but their lead has been 
cut to three points over sec- 
ond place Juventus and to six 
over rivals Lazio, both of 
whom won over the week- 
end. 


BOLOGNA 1 
VERONA 0 


ologna won for the sev- 
enth time this season. 
Midfielder Tomas Locatelli 
gave the home side the lead 
with a strike from the edge of 
the box in the Sth minute. 
Goalkeeper Gianluca 
Pagliuca made some fine 
saves to preserve the lead. 


azio won their second 
consecutive league 
match under new manager 
Dino Zoff. Herman Crespo 
scored his seventh goal of 
the season after five minutes 
to give Lazio the lead in front 
of 55,000. “ 
Marcelo Salas scored 
from the penalty spot in the 
75th minute to wrap up the 
points. Inter Milan have lost 
five of their 15 league 
matches and are now seventh 
from bottom. 


NAPOLI 0 
UDINESE 1 


dinese won their first 

away match efter four 
consecutive defeats, Roberto 
Sosa headed the winner from 
a Stefano Fiore cross in the 
68th minute. 


Bologna midfielder Francisco Lima jumps to gain possession of the ball as 


Verona’s Alberto Gilardino looks on. Bologna won 1-0, 
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Newly signed Brazilian 
forward Edmundo played 
only the first half for Napoli 
before- coming off with a 
pulled muscle. 


PARMA 1 
LECCE 1 


x-Ttaly coach Arrigo 

Sacchi earned his second 
draw in two matches as 
Parma manager. 

Yugoslav international 
Savo Milosevic connected 
with a cross from Sergio 
Conceicao in the 54th minute 
to give Parma the lead. 

Late in injury time, striker 
Cristiano Lucarelli scored 
his eighth goal of the season 
to give the visitors a draw. 
Parma have net won in five 
league matches. 

Both teams are level on 20 
points. 


Lazio’s Marcelo Salas (right) shoots past Inter Milan's keeper to score from the spot. Lazio won 2-0. 


PERUGIA 0 
JUVENTUS 1 


uyentus won their fourth 

away match of the season, 
Filippo Inzaghi slotted home 
across from Edgar Davids in 
the 62nd minute to win the 
match. 

Juve remain in second 
place behind Roma. Perugia 
have lost three matches at 
home this season. 


VICENZA 1 
BRESCIA 1 


ario Hubner's seventh 

goal of the season gave 
Brescia the lead after four 
minutes. 

Lamberto Zauli equalised 
two minutes into the second 
half to give Brescia their sev- 
enth draw of the campaign. 


og 


Atalanta 0 Fiorentina 0, Bari 2 Reggina |. 
AC Milan 3 AS Roma 2, Napoli 0 Udinese 1, 
Parma I Lecce 1, Perugia 0 Juventus 1, 
Vicenza 1 Brescia 1, Bologna 1 Verona 0 
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CHELSEA 4 
IPSWICH 1 - 


| hese were dreaming of a seventh 
ay win in the league after the 
23rd minute when Marcus Stewart 
scored for the seventh successive 
match, his 17th of the season. 

But Gustavo Poyet scrambled in 
the equaliser in first half injury time 
and Chelsea ruled the second half. 

Poyet hit the bar before Jimmy 
Floyd Hasselbaink set up Dennis 
Wise to head the second and then 
crossed for Poyet to claim his second 
and Chelsea’s third. 

Hasselbaink then got the goal he 
deserved from the penalty spot, 
Ipswich having John McGreal sent 
off for arguing about the decision. 


COVENTRY 1 
EVERTON 3 


verton, with just two points and 

ne goal from their last seven 

games, went wild with three goals in 
the first 30 minutes. 

Scott Gemmil! got things going 
after eight minutes, with Everton’s 
first league goal since December 26 
when Gemmill scored in 2-1 home 
defeat by Coventry. 

After 15 minutes a quick counter- 
attack ended with Danny Cadamateri 
knocking in the second and Kevin 
Campbell made it three. 

A late Lee Carsley penalty was 
scant consolation for woeful 
Coventry who drop to second-last. 


DERBY 1 
MAN CITY 1 


tension showed in this scrappy 

battle between two strugglers. 
Malcolm Christie crossed for 
Darryl Powell to put Derby ahead 
four minutes into the second half but 
Steve Howcy equalised with a 
thumping header from a comer soon 


after, 
LEEDS UTD 1 
NEWCASTLE UTD 3 


obbie Keane put Leeds ahead 
close range after two min- 
utes but a minute later Nolberto 
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Robbie Keane: Scored the opener against Newcastle United. It 


was not enough as Neweastle won 1-3. 


Solano equalised with a penalty. 

Clarence Acuna, who hit the win- 
ner when Newcastle beat Leeds 2-1 
Jast month, made it 2-1 again and 
although Leeds made most of the 
running after the break Shola 
Ameobi secured Newcastle’s win 
four minutes from time. 


LEICESTER 0 
ARSENAL 0 


rsenal beat Leicester 6-1 a 
ith ago but never looked like 
tepeating the dose, despite Leicester 
having Matthew Jones sent off for a 
second booking after 40 minutes. 
‘Thierry Henry clipped the bar and. 
Ray Parlour was foiled by goalkeep- 
er Simon Royce in the second half 


but even the introduction of substi- 
tute Dennis Bergkamp could not give 
Arsenal the cutting edge they needed, 

New signings Roberto Mancini 
and Dean Sturridge both started for 
Leicester. 


LIVERPOOL 0 
M’BORO 0 


iddlesbrough’s  temendous 

recovery under Terry Venables 
continued as they took their unbeaten 
Tun to eight games. 

Michael Owen, on as a second half 
substitute, missed two good chances 
but Middlesbrough’s new-found con- 
fidence helped then avoid a 12th 
defeat in 13 trips to Anfield. 


MAN UNITED 2 
ASTON VILLA 0 


i Gs left out several first choice 
players team against a Villa team 
who set out to defend from the off 
and the champions struggled to find a 
way through. 

Villa suddenly became adventur- 
ous after the break and United need- 
ed a brilliant save by Fabien Barthez 
and a goalline clearance to keep goal 
intact. 

After surviving the scare United 
went ahead when Gary Neville 
appeared to get the final touch to’a 
Roy Keane free kick in the 57th 
minute and Teddy Sheringham com- 
pleted the win four minutes from 
time. 

Colombian striker Juan Pablo 
Angel made his debut for Villa but 
barely got a touch, 


TOTTENHAM 0 
SOUTHAMPTON 0 


See won the corresponding fix- 
ture 7-2 last season but, like their 
north London rivals Arsenal, appear 
to have lost the way to goal. 

‘They weren’t helped by the loss of 
injured Les Ferdinand after 20 min- 
utes but Southampton, led by former 
Spurs favourite and possible new 
manager Glenn Hoddle, were well 
worth their point and but for Spurs 
keeper Ian Walker could have won all 
three. 


SUNDERLAND 0 
BRADFORD 0 


‘ew England coach Sven Goran 

Eriksson witnessed a poor game 
at the Stadium of Light in which 
Bradford almost grabbed a shock 
win. 

Dean Windass sidefooted wide of 
an open goal after 53 minutes for the 
league's bottom club, who were the 
last team to win at Sunderland in 
April last year. Niall Quinn went 
close. 


Gary Neville celebrates scoring the opener with teammates. Manchester United look set for anoth- 
er Premiership after their 2-0 win over Aston Villa over the weekend. 
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By Julian potehessnnd sod x 


here is one thing that is certain about every football 
career. 

Tt ends. How this eventuality comes about is different for 
most players and something that not even they can always pre- 
aa. = 

‘A player might surprise everyone as Eric Cantona did by 
retiring suddenly, The flamboyant Frenchman left the game at 
the peak of his powers to pursue other interests when many felt | 
the could have continued at a high level for some time. i 

Or 8 player might choose to try and defy the clock and con- 
tinve playing until they are almost 100 Tike Stanley Matthews. 
‘More often than not they will slip down the divisions before 
‘embarking on a coaching cureer or leaving the game altogether. 
If they are like George Best or Nicola Berti they might be lucky 
enough to spend a year or so drinking in the Californian or 
Sydney sum. 

‘Which of the above, or numerous other, roads should a pro- 
fessional footballer take? This is a ion that some of the 
English Premierahip’s finest will be faced with, if not at end of 
this season, very soon. Football clubs only allow sentiment to 
go so far these days and the bargaining power decreases ¢ven. 
for superstars when they reach 30, If a player of this age does- 
n't Command a regular starting spot their club may look to off 
Soad them while they can still cash in and concentrate on young- 


ster. 

‘Some of the players who are heading into these uncertain 
waters were amongst the [inest in the English Premiership in 
the 90's. Several international’s are included as well as couple 
of Player of the Year winners, Dennis Bergkamp arrived at 
Highbury in 1995 und was an instrumental part of Arsene 
‘Wenger's double-winning side of 1997-98. Late last year rela- 
tions between the Dutchman and the North London club 
became tense with Bergkamp unhappy playing the part of ésu- 

The situation seems to have been resolved for the time 
being with Bergkamp signing a contract that keeps him xt the 
chub anti! 2003. 

Dennis Wise, captain of London rival Chelsea, has more than 
likely played his last game for England and was almost on his 
‘way out of Stamford Bridge a couple of weeks ago, The 34-year 
cold has lifted more trophies than any other Chelsea skipper but 
‘still couldn't avoid being dropped by casch Claudio Ranieri. 

Wise threatened to watk out on the club before Ranieri rein- 
stated him. Ranieri has since said he plans to develop his team 
corpse nha Sel canteen asian 
much longer, 

Tcoopke ob wher 44-year okds have entered twilight Gane, 
Aston Villa's David Ginola and Spurs Les Ferdinand. Villa 
smanager John Grogory was never too keen on club chairman 
ee decision to bring the temperamental Ginola to Villa 


Se veasiais bcm coats Nghia he cada 
talent but has infuriated supporters with his laziness. 

Ferdinand fas been an important contributor fo Tottenham 
this season but has expressed an interest in a receat offer from 
Serie A club Brescia, 

The lity to spend a year or two expericncing'a dif- 
ferent Ieayue and lifestyle may appeal to Ferdinand, particular- 
ly when Spars don't Jook like moving out of mid-table anytime 
soon. The former Newcastle and QPR striker would want to 
consider such a move very carefully, 

As Patrick Vieira, Paul Ince and Emile Heskey can all well 
attest, fans in Italy can be a nasty banch. 

If Ferdinand does make such 3 move he may cross paths with 
Italian veteran Roberto Mancini who is joining Leicester for the 
remainder of the season. This is quite a bizarre signing for the 
Foxes tind you have to wonder whuit the thinking is behind it. 

‘There is no doubt the former Lazio man has a load of expe- 
fignce bpt he has spent his whole club carcer in Italy... 

Are Leicester keen to use Mancini in a similar father figure 
role to that of Gary McAllister at Liverpool? McAllister hasn't 
played a stack of games but he was captain of a league winning 
team and has been around the Premiership a long time. 

‘Mancini’s intention’s have also been questioned, It's hard to 
“believe that the move is for mamey and lifestyle alone, He 
would have gone to Chelsea for that. 

The spectte of relegation does strange things to a football 
club-and the issue of age is one that doomed Bradford City have 
completely confused themselves over, 

Manager Jim Jefferies came to the club with a big broom, 
stating that he only wanted fighting players that would help 
them stay up. Exit Collymore; Petrescu and Carbone. He also 
said that the Bantams had to'look to youth and the future, but, 
youth doesn’t win relegation dogfights. 

Enter 30 year olds Motenaar and Jess. 1'll tell Jim Bradford 
City’s fume — Division One, At least they will have cut their 
wage bill, 


FIGO ENCOURAGES SPANISH 


TRANSF 


Luis Figo: Asking Beckham to 
consider a move to Spain. 


‘anchester United’s David 
Beckham should seriously 
jider moving to Spain to 


further his career, Luis Figo said. 

“I know that Beckham has reached 
the top in England and that Manchester 
is a great club, but there are also ques- 
tions of personal ambition and desire to 
be considered,” the European Player of 
the Year told reporters. * 

“T was playing well at Sporting 
Lisbon, but since I have come to Spain I 
have improved as a player. 

“I know that Beckham would be a 
great success in Spain.” 

Figo joined European Champions 
Real Madrid from bitter rivals 
Barcelona for a world record $56.1 mil- 
lion (35.19 million pounds) in July last 
year after leading Portugal to the Euro 
2000 semi-finals where they were nar- 
rowly beaten by France. 

The 28-year-old forward said he was 
a big fan of the England captain, whose 
contract with Premier League champi- 
‘ons United runs out in 18 months. 

“He is a great player and one I really 
admire. He is one of the best crossers of 


ER FOR BECKHA 


David Beckham: The best 
crosser of the ball according 
to Figo. 
the ball I have ever seen in my life and 
he is good enough to play in any of the 

world’s best clubs,” Figo said. 
Beckham, 25, said last week he had 


not yet started contract talks with United - 


‘but wanted to stay at the club. 


HAGIESNUBSIVARAG ON 


omanian star 
Gheorghe Hagi, 
icknamed the 


“Maradona of the 
Carpathians” at the 
height of his sparkling 
career, has shunned Diego 
Maradona and not invited 
him to his farewell match 
in March. 

“T decided to drop Diego 
from the list of my guests 
although he was one of the 
best players in history,” 
Hagi said. 

“T wanted to avoid a pos- 
sibile problem as 1 also 
invited Pele.” 

Maradona and Pele 
recently expressed mutual 
pointed sobriquets about 
each other at FIFA’s Annual 
Gala when they were both 
named as Player of the 
Century. They refused to 
share the same stage as 
each other at the presenta- 
tion. 

Hagi said he had confir- 
mation that Pele would 


; See srs 
9 (right): The former “Maradona of the Carpathlans"has 
snubbed the real Maradona from his testimonial match. 


attend the two-day celebra- 
tion highlighted by a match 
on March 24 between a 
World selection and the 
Romanian national team. 
“T want my retirement to 
be a happy celebration for 
my guests and Romanian 
supporters too,” Hagi said. 
Hagi, 34, awarded 
Romanian player of the 
century, said FIFA presi- 


dent Sepp Blatter, former 
French captain Micliel 
Platini and German great 
Franz Beckenbauer would 
also.come to Bucharest for 
the celebration along with 
other world soccer person- 
alities. 

“I’m sure my former 
teammates from Real 
Madrid, Barcelona, Brescia 
and Galatasaray, such as 
Luis Figo will play in 


Bucharest,” Hagi said. 
“Romanians deserve a 
soccer festival at home,” he 
added, Hundreds of thouse- 
nds of Romanians swarmed 
into Bucharest and into 
streets in every town and 
city in the country after 
each match as Romania 
reached the quarter-finals 
of the 1994 World Cup 
finals in the United States. 
The team, inspired by 
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Hagi, played some out- 
standing football before 
Josing to Sweden on penal- 
ties with a place in the 
semi-finals at stake, 

Hagi, blessed with 
vision, intelligence and one 
of the most talented left- 
foots in soccer history, 
scored 35 goals in 125 
matches for Romania and is 
still showing some magical 
touches for Galatasaray. 


ASRLBRVSRRIR ALAR 


i 


World Rankings 


(Valid until February 14) 


821 


q28gail 
BE 


= 
SSSESISLSSSRSRSSESRREAISIAIISS SSS Se seessszeA2RgRSSRRASIARSRSseee 


ii 
i 


raLagy 


pEALNgEPaEY 
HfL 
t 


id? 

i 
pte ct rreaet: 
i 


Hut 


eerit 
rnd 
BQSRERERRRRERSeeRRR ES eaRRSE eRe 


TTT 


6 
fi 


481 Sao Tome e 
Principe 


pe 
Hil Hu 


if 
i 


ian 


Note: Teams inactive since 1991 and teams which have not 
played yet to do not appear in the table. 


ship after a 1-0 victory over Beira Mar, 
while second-placed Porto lost 2-1 to Benfica last 
Sunday. 

Reigning champions Sporting wasted a chance to 
climb into second spot by losing 2-1 away to 
Farense. 

A goal from a direct free kick by Bolivian striker 
Erwin Sanchez in the 64th minute guaranteed 
Boavista their 1-0 home victory over Beira Mar last 
Saturday and kept the northern side on top for the 
first time in 25 years. 

Boavista are in the lead at the beginning of the 
second half of the season with 41 points, followed 
by Porto with 37 and Sporting in third place with 36. 
Benfica have recovered from a poor start to the sea- 
son and are in fourth place with 34 points. 

Dutch striker Pierre van Hooijdonk scored twice 
to give Benfica their 2-1 home win over Porto in 
what was the two clubs’ second meeting in four 
days, since they drew 1-1 on Wednesday in the 
Portuguese cup. They will now go to a replay on 
Tuesday. 

Benfica opened the scoring after 26 minutes 
when van Hooijdonk converted a penalty awarded 
against Croatian midfielder Silvio Maric for a foul 
on Egyptian striker Abdelsatar Sabry, 

Porto drew level four minutes from half-time 
when winger Nuno Capucho scored with a head shot 
from a free kick by Brazilian team-mate Deco de 
Sousa. 

A head shot by Van Hooijdoink gave Benfica vic- 
tory in the 79th. 

Porto missed a couple of chances to level the 
score in the second half when their Brazilian striker 
Jesus Pena hit the right post twice. 

Mid-table Farense opened the scoring against 
Sporting in the 42nd minute thanks to an own goal 
by visiting defender Rui Jorge while fighting for 
Possession inside the box with Moroccan defender 
Hassan Nader. 

In the second half Farense extended the scoreline 
to 2-0 when striker Marco Nuno scored with a head 
shot after a counter-attack. 

Sporting bagged a deserved consolation goal in 
injury time from a shot by captain Pedro Barbosa in 
a goalmouth scramble. 


Belenenses 5 Aves 0, Pacos Ferrira 1 Salgueiros 
1, Campomaiorense 1 Gil Vicente 0, Boavista 1 
Beira Mar 0, Vitoria Guimaraes 0 Braga 0, Estrela 
Amadora | Uniao Leiria 2, Maritimo v Alyerca. 
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TOP TEAMS RESTORE 
PRIDE IN FRENCH CUP 


e's first division sides came through 

Fre French Cup ties relatively unscathed at 

the weekend, ending an embarrassing run in 
recent years. 

Monaco, upset by third division Valence 1-0, and 
Toulouse, beaten on penalties by Chateauroux, a solid 
second division side, were the only ones to lose 
against lower-ranked opponents. 

Lille, RC Lens 
and En Avant 
Guingamp also 
bowed out early, 
but against first 
division rivals AJ 
Auxerre, Troyes 
and Stade Rennes 
respectively. 

The results were 
a marked improve- 
ment on recent 
seasons for the 
country's 18 elite 
clubs. 

Last year, sec- 


ond division “iMije Sterjovski: His side 
Gueugnon won 


Lille out of the Cup. 
the League Cup 


while amateurs Calais made it to the French Cup final, 
eventually losing to titleholders Nantes. 

Calais, whose saga moved the nation last year, were 
beaten 3-1 by Sedan in a one-sided clash last 
Saturday. 

Nantes, bidding to become only the third club to 
win three French Cups in succession, also stressed the 
power of the big sides by crushing third division 
Pacy-sur-Bure 9-0, 

Even Racing Strasbourg, bottom of the first divi- 
sion, won 2-1 away at second division Nancy last 
Sunday, scoring their first victory since November 19. 

Three fifth division sides, St Omer, St Georges-les- 
Ancizes and Carcassonne will remain in the competi- 
tion's next round of 32, hoping to be the Calais of 
2001. 


FRENCH CUP RESULTS 


(Roman numerals denote division of non-first 
division teams, NL denotes non-league sides): 


Vandoeuvre (NL) 1 Levallois (IV) 2. ,Montzeau-les- 
Mines (NL) 0 St Georges-LesAncizes! Lunel (NL) 0 
Curcassoane (NL) 2 Lambres-les-Douai (NL) 0 Amiens 
(11) 2 Nancy (11) 1 Seasbourg 2, Calais (IV) 1 Sedan 3 
Chalon-sur-Saone (NL) 1 Stade Reims (1D) 1 (after extra 
time. 90 ming 1-1. Reims won 4-1 on penalties) 
Amneville (NL) 0 Boulogne (IV) 4 Liboame-St Seurin 
{IV) 2 Grenoble (II) 2 {after extra time. 90 min 2-2, 
Grenoble won 4-2 oo pens) Thaon (NL) 0 Olympique 
Marseille 4 (played at Epinal) Dieppe (IV) 1 Metz 2 
(Clermont-Foot (111) 2 Sochaux (11) 2 (after extra time. 90 
‘mins 1-1. Clermont won 7-6 on pens) Cholet (NL) 0 La 
Roche-sur-Yon (IV) 0 (after extra time, La Roche won 6- 
Soon pens) RC Lens 2 Troyes 2 (afer extre time, 90 mins 
2-2, Troyes won 5-3 on pens) St Omer (NL) 1 Cherbourg 
(IV) 0, Concarmeau (NL) | Fontenay (IV) 2 Olympique 
Lyon 3 Caen (11) 2, Laval (11) 0 Angers (If) 1 Thouars 
(I) 0 Paris St Germain 2 (played at Poitiers. after extra 
time. 90 mins 0-0) Montmorillon (NL) 1 Sens (NL) 2, 
Bayeux (NL) 0 Vannes (V) 2 AI Auxerre I Lille 0, 
Ajaccio GFOO (II) 2 St Etienne 3 (after extra time. 90 
mins 2-2) Sete (IV) 2 Cannes (Il) 1, Valence (11) 1 
Mooaco. 0 Chateauroux (H) 0 Toulouse 0 (after extra 
time. Chateauroux won 10-9 00 pens) Le Mans (II) 1 AC 
Ajaccio (i) 0, Annonay {NL} 0 Bastia 3 Pacy-sur-Eure 
(1) 0 Nantes 9 (played at Mantes-ta-Ville) 

Baroea! (NL) 0 Wasquehal (1) 2 (played at Lilte}Stade 
Rennes 2 En Avant Guingamp 1, Ofssoire {NL) 0 
Girondins Bordeaux 5 (played at at Clermont-Ferrand) 


REAL CLEAR AT TOP 


eal Madrid's eight-match winning run came to 
an end as the Spanish league leaders were held 
‘a surprise 2-2 draw at Valladolid. 

The home side took an early lead through Jose Luis 
Caminero before goals from Roberto Carlos and Fernando 
Morientes put Real in control. 

But Valladolid kept battling and got their reward on 75 
minutes when Fernando Fernandez picked himself up to 
score from the penalty spot after going down in the area 
under pressure from Albert Celades. 

The draw stretched Real's lead to two points and con- 
firmed them as winter champions at the halfway.stage of 
the season, 

Deportivo Coruna, who beat Malaga 3-1, are second on 
37 points having played a game more, 

Barcelona (36) are third following last Saturday's 1-0 
win at Valencia, who slip to fourth a point further back. 

Real Madrid were caught cold against Valladolid as 
Caminero stole in ahead of Fernando Hierro to nod home 
from a comer at the near post. 

Roberto Carlos saw his first effort blocked on 23 min- 
utes and Luis Figo and Hierro were also denied from use- 
ful deadball situations, 

‘The equaliser finally came on the stroke of halftime as 
alow strike from Roberto Carlos took a deflection past for- 
mer Real keeper Albano Bizarzi, 

A freekick provided another goal for Real early in the 
second half as Figo put in a low cross to the near post and 
Morientes slipped in ahead of a flat-footed defence, 

Second-placed Deportivo were grateful to two flashes 
of brilliance from Argentine midfielder Lionel Scaloni for 
their win at Malaga. 

Javier Irureta's side, who needed two last minute goals 
fo beat Valencia last week, left it late once again before 
‘overcoming a battling home side who opened the scoring 
through Dario Silva on 11 minutes, 


‘Barcelona’ ’s Kluivert (left) vies with a 
Valencia player. 


Roy Makaay grabbed thee aliser after 32 minutes and 


Alaves © Numancia 2, Athletic Bilbao 3 Racing 
Santander 1, Celta Vigo 1 Real Zaragoza 1, 
Espanyol 2 Villarceal 1, Malaga | Deportivo Conuna 
3, Osasuna 1 Real Sociedad 1, Rayo Vallecano | Las 
Palmas 1, Real Oviedo 1 Real Mallorca J, 
Valladolid 2 Real Madrid 2, Valencia 0 Barcelona 1 


WIA ORR WUBIN Beem ew 
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eGo Go ty de a nw on 2 S20 


WORLD LEAGUES 


BELGIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Harelbeke 1 Charleroi 0, Eendracht Aalst 4 Genk 2 
La Louviere 0 Standard Liege 4, Beveren 2 
Antwerp 1 Lierse 2 Sint-Truiden 1, Mechelen 3 
Ghent 3 Germinal Beerschot 2 Lokeren 0 ,Westerlo 
v Anderlecht postponed Club Bruges 2 Excelsior 
Mouscron 2. 


1. Club Bruges 
2. Anderlecht 
3. S Liege 

4, Charleroi 

5. Ghent 

6. Westerlo 


10. Lokeren 

11. Beveren 

12. Antwerp 

13, Genk 

14, Eindracht 
15. Sint-Truiden 
16. Mechelen 
17. Harelbeke 
18. La Louviere 


A-UADH UA eeeUDEwWHD 


Olympiakos 4 Aris Salonika 1, Panachaiki 1 PAOK 
Salonika 2, Ionikos 2 Iraklis 2, AEK Athens 2 
Xanthi 0, Panathinaikos 1 Kalamata 0, Paniliakos | 
PAS Ioannina 0, Ethnikos Asteras 2 Athinaikos 2 


PW 
1. Olympiakos 15012) 
2. Panathinaikos 15 10 
3. PAOK Salonika 15 
4, Iraklis 15 
5.AEK Athens = 15 
6. Ionikos 15 
7. Ethnikos Asteras 15 
8. Aris Salonika 15 
9. Xanthi 15 
10. Panionios 14 
11. Panachaiki 15 
12. Paniliakos 15 
13. Athinaikos 15 
14, PAS Ioannina 15 
15. Kalamata 15 
16.OFI Crete 14 


ENGLISH FIRST 


P 
1. Fulham 27 
2. Bolton 28 
3. Blackburn 28 
4, West Brom 28 
5. Watford 27 
6, Bimingham 26 
7, Nott. Forest 28 
8. Sheffield 28 
9. Preston 28 
10. Burnley 26 
11. Wimbledon 27 
12. Wolveriton 28 
13. Gillingham =. 27-7 
14. Cital Palace 27 
15. Portsmouth 27 
16. Bamsley 28 
17. Norwich 27 
18. Stockport 28 
19. Hudifield 27 
20. Grimsby 26 
21, Tranmere 27 
22. Sheffield 28 
23, Q.PR. 26 
24. Crewe OE 


A Pts 
14 38 
Sip35) 
4 29 
15 
2 
19 
28 
18 
16 
18 
26 
22 
33 
29 
29 


NE NWN WLU oo oo 
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CAN TS 


THE SP/RIT OF AUSTRALIA 


Fy ae a eae AWAY 
“SOUTH MELBOURNE | 15 1 (iG. 4enarter te 

PERTH GLORY 15 7 2 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 15 8 2 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES] 13 6 1 
MARCONI STALLIONS —_ | 15 7 1 
PARRAMATTA POWER | 15 ] Fie 2 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 6 3 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 8 4 
SYDNEY UNITED 15 8 4 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 14 6 3 
CANBERRA COSMOS 15 E 9 4 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 15 9 6 
FOOTBALL KINGZ 15 13 8 ; 5 
NEWCASTLE UNITED 12 | 6 Bs 
EASTERN PRIDE 15 0 | 7 6 
MARCONI STALLIONS 2|| | 

(Thompson 48, Trajanovski 54pen) | 


(Mori 34, Wehrman 63, Despotouski 89 pen) | 


Venue: Marconi Stadium: Crowd: 4,025. Referee: C. Diomis: 
Cautions: Costanzo (MS) 72, Bell {MS} 77, Srho) (BS) 63. Haris (BS) 
78, McLaren (BS) 85 . 

Teams: MARCONI: Acesii, Babic, Costanzo, Kim. Afkos (Zaric 64), 
Care (Maisano 86). Farah, Renaud; Bell, Frajanovski (Brownlie 73) 
BRISBANE: Duke. Stefarivtto, Boll, Webber (Grierson 55), Sthoj. 
McClaren, Davidson.Smeltz (Duver 73), Hanis, Rech, Hews {Drake 73}. | 


PERTH GLORY 
(Mori 14. Despotouski 32, Faria 48) 
CANBERRA COSMOS 


Venue: Perth Oval. Crowd: 13,277. Referee: A. Nardi 
Cores (C0) 16, Miler PG) 21, ‘Angelucci (CC) 24, Petkovie 


eg renee Mari, Faria, || 
(Edwards S 
Konstantinou, Anthopoulos, Purdue, Imaya'(Scott 7.1), Milin, 


Castro, Angelucci, Arranz, Cortes (Hagger 73), Lyons (Hooker 52}, | 
ies nine 


(Burgess 46) 
(Coveny 47, Kalogeracos 67) 


Venue: North Sydney Oval. Crowd: 5,057. Referee: P Mur. 
Cautions: Arnold (NS) 68. 
Teams: SPIRIT: Henderson, Cunins (Catanzaro 73}, Sobezyk, 
Amold, Thomas, Spencer (Foster 22), Bingley. Cranney, Mendez, 
Burgess; Watkins (Moriera 66) 

STH MELB: Petkovic, losifidis, DeAmids, Clarkson, Panopoulos 
(Colosimo 55), Coveny, Boutsianis, Vlahos {Tnmbolt 60), pees 
(Lozanovski 73}, Susa. 


(Poationed) 


